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;r o t j j t :>r a l 

OF THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

Alexandria, Va., Feb. 13th, 1864. 
The members of the Convention elected to alter ami amend the 

Ccns'-titvitbaof the State of Virginia, assembled in the United Btate:; 
District Court Room, and were called to order by W. W. WlNO, at 
12 o'clock", M. 

On motion of W. W. Wing, Dr. L. W. Webs, of Norfolk, was 
elected temporary Chairman, and W. J. Cowing, of Alexandria. 
temporary Secretary. 

Mr. Wiho moved that a Committee on Credentials, consisting of 
five, members be appointed. The motion being put it was adopted, 
and the Prcwikiit iippomtoi thoihlhsv/irig iiiiriKyl members : Messrs. 
G. E. Bonsh, E. E. Gover, John W. Stone, John Hawxhurst and 
Dr. A. Watson. 

Mr. Wing then moved the appointment of a Committe, consist- 
ing of three members, to report permanent officers for the Conven- 
tion. 

The motion, was adopted, and the I't'ssidonf. appointed the follow- 
ing Darned members : Messrs. W. W. Wing, S. E. Beach and Leltoy 
G. Edwards. 

On motion of Mr. Wise, the Convention then adjourned until 12 
o'clock, M,, on Tuesday next. 

Alexandria, Tuesday, Feb. lfith, 1864. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

Mr. Bousii, from the Committee on Credentials, made the follow- 
ing report: 

" Your committee have examined and found correct the commis- 
sions of the following named gentlemen : 

John W. Stone, of X*i'in(;esi' Anno County. 

GEOitQE K. Bousn, and Philip . Thomas, of Korf.dk County. 

Wakren W. Wiko, of Norfolk Senatorial 'District. 

John J. Henshaw, James M. Downey and E. E. Gover, of Lou- 
doun County. 

LkEoy G-. Edwards, of the Senatorial District of the Counties of 
Princess Anne and Norfolk and City of Portsmouth. 

William H. Dix, of Aecomac County. 
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AuTTitru W.nvos,' of A(icot»iic ami Northampton Cuunlie.-t. 

hmu W. Wi:nti, <>!' Norfolk City. 

UobuutB. Wood, of Elizabeth City. 

T. S. Trains, of Elizabeth City, York, Warwick, Charles City 
and New Kent Counlies, James City and the City of WiUkii'ii-diurg. 

William P Moore, of Northampton County. 

Jons IIawxhurbt, of Fairfax County. 

S. Fbkgl'son Beach, of Alexandria and Fairfax Counties. 

Walter L. Puns, of Alexandria County. 

G. B. BOUSH, Chairman." 

The report, of the committee was accepted. 

Mr. "WiMtt, from the committee on permanent organ.i nation and 
Rules for the government of tho Convention, made the following 
report : 

" The committee on organization and Rules respectfully report 
that they recommend as officers of iho Convention the following : 

A President. 

A Secretary. 

A Reading Clerk. 

A Kerg-eani-ai-Ai'-ms. 

A Doorkeeper. 

To he elected by ballot. 

The Rules of the House of Relegate.-?, so far a;; they are applicable, 
are recommended as the Rules of the Convention, subject to such 
modifications as the Convention may from time to time find 
necessary. 

W. W. WING, Chairman." 

Mr. Hawxiicrst moved to amend by striking out ".Residing 
Clerk" and Kubstitiitiuy therefor " Wienograpiiic Reporter." 

Mr. "Wing thought ilie expense woiilu be loo great 'with the limited 
means in tho Treasury. 

Mr. Downey favored the amendment, hut as it was not seconded, 
Mr. Booaii moved to amend by adding to the Report of the Com- 
mittee "And also a Stenographic Reporter." The amendment ;\nv. 
adopted. The report of the Committee was thou concurred in as 
amended. ' 

Mr. Wing offered the following resolution : 

Jit'schYd, That the pay of the President bo tha same as it member, 

Mr. Downey offered an amendment fixing the salary of the Presi- 
dent at eight dollars per diem, which was lost, Theresaluticn was 
1 hen adopted. 

Mr. TuOMAs'offerod tho following resolution, which was adopted: 

Reiolvcd, That Uio pay of the C'erfco and Reporter of HiLb Convention shall bo sis dollars 
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On motion the election of permanent officers was then gone into, 

Mr. Wifco nominated LuRoy <"i. Eilwiirds'j of Norfolk, for Presi- 
dent, mid Mr. Gover nominated Dr. A. Watson, of Accomac county. 

The first ballot resulted as follows :— LeIW CI. Edwards 10 ; Dr. 
A. Watson 5 ; W. W. Wing 1. 

Mr. Edwards was declared duly elected and was conducted to the 
chair by Dr. WcbT). He accepted the honor confered upon liim by 
a few appropriate remarks. 

Mr. Wikg nominated W. J. Cowing of Alexandria, for Secretary 
There being no other nominations lie wan declared unanimously 
elected. 

Mr. WlNO nominated Win. F. Mcrcior, of Loudmm County, for 
Beading Clerk. There being no other nominations he was declared 
njianbnonsly elected. 

Mr. Webb nominated Mr. G-. I 1 . Kncller, of Norfolk County, for 
Hcrgeant-afc-Arms. 

Mr. Beach nominated Mr. Brook. 1 ; of Fairfax County. 

The first ballot resulted as follows :— Mr. Kncller 15; Mr. 
15 rooks 2.. Mr. Kncller having received a majority of the votes cast 
was declared duly elected. 

The following named gentlemen wore put in nomination for 
Doorkeeper: Edward Sullivan, of Alexandria; Win. Hough, of 
Loudoun County ; John Hanna, of Fairfax Coi:.M.ty ; Joseph Colton, 
of Alexandria County. 

On the third ballot Mr. Colton received nine votes, Mr. Hough 
five and Mr. Hanna two. Mr. Colton having received a majority oi' 
the votes -cast was declared duly elected. 

Mr. Ham'X1!j;kst offered the following resolution, which vms 
adopted : 

Resolved, That She i'rosiiJont be. aiitlicjrlncil to employ ft rcjiortei'. 
Dr. Webb offered tho following resolution, which was also adopted : 

,'.'■ .•■■■■■.■ 'j ":.■; 1' .•'::;:.■.::■ .»'.■ A :;!',•; i.: llC'Cii" i ■ I = = r -. ! ;:.■(,- \ i ,) pr'IXWu ,'a! Jj Ll (.'!'!'. 1 li i\j!i * !■!' 

tables lur Lho use of Hie Coiivdilion.i 

Mr. Wino offered the following .resolution, which was also 
adopted: 

R-.s/ilreii, 'J'lirii ■ i:e !-;'~;.:i\ii!t-j.t-.\]-iiiH be direct'.:.! 10 piirdiiisn ;i slave for t.'ie more cc.ni- 

iOHilblc. H i ■]■■]■] 1 111;- of tlic --iXlV-A, illid ulso to :ilVC.;i"e Sllliio" CC Y tul 1 th'J 115'.' Oi' ill-:; €l>llV<;tlti(.ul 

Mr. 'SX'ixg also oi'ibrod it; o following resolution: 



Mr. Watson moved to amend by adding "and compensation" 
after the word " emancipation." 

Messrs, Bqusn and Hawxiiurst objected to the resolution, and 
thought it unwise and untimely. 
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Dr. Watson also thought the resolution [iKimtTiri-. 

Mr. Ha wxuukst moved to lay on the table, which motion was not 
sustained. 
The ayes and. nays being called for on the passage of the resold 

tion, the vote stood as fellovs : 

./!■■/,;,!- -Mossfi!. Lt'Boy G, E<iyvl,;';1;. (P rt-si iioj;fi. J.-iouio. j\iir., Tlir-Vi.-:-?-:. Sicnr. 'k-tmis 
V.v.'>b,. Y/iug.— 8. 

Nttya— MtSsn.Bcae.ii, E,!i;:jh. Dijv.;i:ir, l. : ix, Govcr, Iff :i;:h:r.'-. iiV.v.\hv;riit, Wood, WntSon-9, 

So the resolution was lost. 

Br. Watson offered the following resolutions which were adapted 

Hr.mUcd, That the JTffisi-ient cjf this Convention be instruited to ojivvulliI tbo fcilowin;; 

Committees : 

A Coal)! it lee :":•. t':" -ivioiehify, con-:;', it::; of five r^pju'oere. 

A Committee an t h o !:'iee;ive Franchise, con;! si in;.; of i'ivj Eifjnil't're. 

A t'oiriiihiki; o:i Ji-rjT^'ii'tii-i'.iiu:-', con^i;; Lnsj of n v ;■ members. 

A Committee on I'"i.ii;'.;iC'ii 'ii-.ua'., eo'iiiisthiy of live members. 

On motioa the Coavca Lion adjourned until 3 2 o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, Feb. Ifth, 1364. 

Convention met fit 12 o'clock, M. 

The proceedings of the previous meeting wore read and approved. 

■Mr. D&wi-r.-i o Herod the following rosohitlosi which vyas adopted: 

Resolved, Till* ill t .'in:.;;id.litioii:;i Committees ; 

A Comsiiittpu on ii-ii o:,' ii-i ;.■■!'■. i:>. cousisliiw! ( if ji,-,j members. 

A Comsnifeij (ii! KiLi Tii ;■>■■;! SVp ■■;ir,i t:r. f.-or.slat"--.!?^ of ?iv.- .neiiibcra. 

A CoMj'iiiHteij on !.::;>■■.:; ;:Uivo '•■ : fjiHVi!)n i .-c, cfiiiii-jli 1 ;;/ of iii'e iii(:s.ubei'S. 
A i.l,:3iviisi,;;« ci: .'Mi!!? thin, co 1 1 ,-v i ; , : n <.■; (;:' iivo members. 

Mr. Dowjshy offered the following resolutione, which were also. 
adopted : 

Resolved, Thai the Cier!: bo linihorkteil to piii'di/Si; ,1 Join-n.%1 in v.iihi::i la record the pro- 
ceedings 0? (his Convention. 

■.',/!.*>■( ft l-/\ TIli'.;. he be iLiiiliyriitti to have wtnt y-ii vo eo}ii.'.'; of Ih'j Jouraa! iinuk-i! 
dsiiiy for the use of the Convention. 

Mr. Wise- w'tVeed the following resolution, which was adopted : 

R "■'■'■, Tii' oi'ss: ! !■■■ i :.,n ::!iod ht oti;'i:-i! with p-iyer, and. llii'.t the I'lisi- 

dent. be author! sscd to (rente; "ilii toe derji-viueii of i:ii» ciij for llirtt purpose. 

Mr. Bowsey offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Ittsoheri, Th,;i ibe Ker^e'mi it- A rsits. be ? : i ^ I : i t" -i f !■> siiliis-i-iba fiiv one i.iuiiii'ed uti'l 
! wn;y-n.w.- (MT)i-= ot ihe , ', -,;,.;.-.■. ;■■■.,■.■'.: .;■ ,..■,■.-;.' , : l^iui !;,,■ ?:-., „-.,.. uf ^.....nbi^of' this Con- 
vention, anil thai' thes'ima be ciutoijed in wi^piicrs; ronjj' iur miiSisg. 

Mr. Doi'Bii offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Cuisinilier.' of five V.:: 'i!^iii!?ii-:'l hv ;.!-,:? i'ri'^iileni. to ii.'tarniim w'10 ;ii'o 
citizrn.-i of t!;c iisstor^d I.Jovo'niociit of Vii-iiuiii, mi-.] l-.-.iw rLi.iwnsbip in.iv :;;_■ lellno-.iiriLij/.:. 

Mr. "Watson offered the following amendment : 

'■ Thdt lilP Cominiaoo on thcEloclivc Frjiii,.li::;o bi:, i-.iul me hereby iiistrutEtii to it:;hil!. ou 
'.li'j ;ibt>'te subject." 

The amendment was accepted and the resolution was then adopted 
as amended. 
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Dr. WuiiD offered the following resolution, which was adopted ; 



Mr Q Hawsiiurst offered the following resolution, which was re- 
jected": 

Itesvlocd, Tlinl n Co^nriit'ee '"f 11 -o i;o :i[>(>i)iril»l to la!;'; into consUi'i-fiLion- llio ftri)i>i - ietj 
u!' ordering au ulceiiou iii I'linu: iV;H r .;i:n (/.unity iVu- :l DelcLnitc !o this Uonvcntiua. 

Mr. WiNd offered the following resolution, which was adopted ; 

lUsolccd, That wc proceed to i!hi i-!s«t.if.>» of a. Janitor, v.-ljosndiilics shall be "to in.ikt! fiita 
iiiid keep T liO iJiil! "i'-l o:ilei', aval wijuivn t.'osujioi-'sri.blijii shal! be tv.-o liniiavs jkt ilium. 

Wm. Hough, of Loudoun County, and John Hanna, of Fairfax 
County, were then put in nomination for Janitor. 

Tlio first ballot recited ns follows :— llougli 12 ; IIarra.1 i. 

Mr, Hough having received the highest number of votes cast was 
declared elected. 

Mr. Thomas offered the following resolution: 

Reaolncd, That no por'cos shah lnv.'e rices;:; ts tliirf (.■■invention as a niHV;-.fn;>i;r reporter ivlso 
disloyal, or who lefiiFes to taku the oaih to tiiu lu'Eur-d :l nd vmJicated Governmcut ul' 

Virginia. 
The resolution was debated at some length by Messrs. Puih, 

Bo.ush, Downey, Thomas, Ilawshimit, Whig ar;d"Webb. On motion 

to have the ayes and naya taken on the adoption or rejection of the 

resolution, the vote stood as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. T.s-Eor v't. iMviavi]:;, (P res'; dent), Downey, Gover, ties' shi'.'.i', Si one, Tkinna-n, 
'JVliiis, Wood, Webb, Wing.— 10. 

jVays— .Jlesars. Beaeh, !!oi:tb, Dix, 'li'.ivx'inr^t, Moore, J.'aiii, Watson. — T. 

Ho the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Dowhey offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Ki-colcaJ, Tiiiit t!ie Sir^nnt-at-avTr,; be auUiori;:ei', to vnuxlja.*:; si, suitable desk Bad table 
t; . Iho proper security of thr; piper.-; liini iltii:L3trie:st-j of this Con vc:ititm. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow. 

Thdbsday, Feb. 18th, 1864. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

Prayer by Rev. W. F. Speaks, of the M. E, Church. 

The minuted of the previous meeting wore read and approved. 

Mr. Bbach moved a reconsideration of the vote on the resolutions 
of the gentleman from Loudoun (Mr. Downey), providing for the 
appointment of additional standing eoimuifck'es, r.ud adopted yester- 
day. The motion being sustained 

Mr, Beach offered the following resolutions as a substitute there- 
for, which were adopted : 

HcUilvvJ, Tliii; i'sji: Ci-.minitt™ to lie appointed tin ill? Elective Frandusi', 'oe aha d:a ''!>(■;'. 
wit.ii Siu;i--iijirii'',.:[ , ;ii:(5!] .'!' iill :-ii-;-Is rc-iii/.uionH or ['ropa;itnins as siy -,i . t '*.L- 1: . In 10 irk) iiilt if 
Ilijilns, slid ]>!■.■!:. br.i>f i-.v v vi:.v.^uT i ViiUirs, nud thai, fcn-.d -,: 

■knouiinared llie-' : Cor.it. litlti' on the- Kill of tiiviiti ami Lin: Qistfifii'&iKin of Voters 
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-. 1;,, I i'mjCi.iuiuUl-w. [u Li: aj>ji;,inl,',l on T^iivKciitnlii,': :■■:■<!! nvi-.i -.villi I hi.: nonsiikt.r- 

iion ill' a]', siidt tv.3oiutlo:i: ! o- jin.>ii!i?;il-iujis :L:- may ni>; i.iii: :.i 1.1 - [.oi'i-hili'. >■ ] >i-;i:ni.i>j * n; 

! : i.^i-ciii.i[[j;-. liowovcr, ri',;L'!iii.ui!i.: ur jiroiii!.:Ui.!ii;; li. ' • ■ ■' ■■ ,i ■ I ■.,:' Ii:tiiii!:'i|j:ilion), nr.-.l 

al -..i- Comtiiiiii;o in- liij.'oiiiiiu.k'J I ho " Commit'' • ■ i. .1 ' . ' !■ i: 1 >l-j!ui , iijh-iiL.'' 

;-i. Thai lh(! Cuimniiviv to br ajnioiiitou o:i iJn; J . ' i ' ■■ , .. .-,<<: il ;ib-o iviifj ilni oou- 

■'i.icf.HkiU (>!' llli SllCir rE:=olll?ioilj: ul 1 piD [liVMiullS I!! I'llLV .!.!'!. L'ftili'l 1(1 I'll; Exililll.iH; ik;|in!l- 

monl, ami thai said Comrni 1.-:;-c be i!..-i..<:Mi!nUi:'U'aii '■(Jmui-.iii-.r oo ]:\e;: itiniaiid .kaliomry." 
■1. Thai t[ie CommHk'e to 1;;: apiioinled on fhriaiirii-.aiam bo (:hnr;;.;i'!. with tfi<: cttiiridt I'n ■ 
uoii of nil :.i;oh rroioliiiiimFi or j> i < i; n:.?j 1 :_i . > 1 1 .3 as uu-.y ri/lnto V) iiio lolreo^ (if iiilsiratk'rii, nmi 
lllilt Sllili Cii!!l!!i:iLi:>; !ii! donoioi Ciitodjbo ; : ConintUk'O i.'l! ii rill: hoi [lotion mid Education." 

Mr. Beacjii offered the following resolutions, which were adopted 
ami referred lo the Committee on the Legislative Department: 

Unsullied, That th« CniTiiaikoc ()-.i t'i:; Ltf/iaJrit-vc I>f>;ini-i:i!i.'r.i b\: diiaotud !o consider the 
[>\r>(»li;:i;«y of jnoi'mi iig, ill iho Constitution, iii;iii]]':i. ine p.'.y:iic:il or r;:i.'>;;nii.ion of any 
debi or ohli^nibni a e.i'.ed o: on biro:! into, !ii Lhe t,;i;no of t.h.- St.ai.o, by Iho f >i :'..-r : ..!,-,i Mui': 
iiiillioriiiusziil KiditinjiiJ, fiiiOf: llie iln.te of llie t'ns;a;;e of i In; ordinance of ;eei'.i;:ion, in 
April, 18G1. 

'1, Tluu sniil Commute be O.iredwl to cor.siili-s- !!'.o i-.,|x'i'1[,'l^o_v of jirovidin;:. oi Iho Con- 
'ii.it.Bi.ion, agninii trie payminr or )wo£ni:iun of any dobt or obligation oreatul or entered 
into by any County or 'by liny miinioiVii'l or oilier ri.roorni.iun of the triuuo, to slid or pro- 

V:;i!',.C, illf: l?yjstii!^ lLJiivlUoH :i.;^;ii!:3l 1 110 l.'ililild KI.ll.lCi. 

Mr. Beach offered the following resolution which was also adopted: 

Jtesoleai, 'i'imii.he Co mini it ee on t!io Hill of 'Ri?.liu; miil Qualification of voters be directed 
iu iinjuiro ilia !b.? ^perJkun-y of so providiti;_; in ue Oousiiluiion linn all elections ~h:i]\ 
InjfCnilcr be by ballot. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow. 

Friday, Feb. 19th, 1864. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting v.-ere read and approved. 

The President announced the appointment of the following stand- 
ing Committees : 

Committee on the BUI of Eights and Qualification of Voters :— 
Messus, Dr. Arthur Watson, Walter L. Penn, William P. Moore, 
Philip G. Thomas and L. W. Wehb. 

Committee on the Legislative Department :— Messrs. James M, 
Downey, W. H. Dix, T. S. Tennis, John Hawshurst and John W 
Stone. 

Committee on Executive. Tiqnri/me-ai and Judiciary: — Messrs. S. 
Ker crncon Heaeh, Dr. J. J. .Ilenshaw, E. B. Gover, Q. 11. Boui-h and 
W. W. Wing. 

Committee on Emancipation, awl Education.:- -Messrs. W. W. 
Wing. ii. .Ferguson Beach, Dr. Arthur Watson, Philip G. Thomas 
and Robert B. Wood. 

Mr. Dowsby offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 



Tho President appointed Messrs. Downey, Wood and Moore : aS' 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. WlNO, Dr. Webb was added to the said com- 
mittee. 
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Mr. DowNEt, from flic cornmitteo on Mileage, after, a 
absence, made the following report, which was adopted ; 

" Your Committee finti the members of this Convention or 
to mileage for the distances set forth opposite their names : 

LeBoy 0. Edwards 254 Milt 

U. R. Bousb, , 251 " 

Philip G. Thomas, 254 " 

Jitrots SI. Downey 13* " 

iir. J. J. Hcuslmw, 134 " 

B. K. Cover, 134 " 

Dr.. A. Watson 2S9 '• 

Wm. H.Dix, !RQ " 

W. P. Moore, 270 " 



JAMES M. DOWNEY, Chairman." 
Mr. Hawxhuks"!' stated that though ho might lie entitled to 
mileage, he should net claim it, as he was in the city on official . 
business not connected with the Convention. 

Mr. Botsii offered rue. following resolution: 

PssclHtil, Thai a. ccsin'niflr-c: ijc 9|-js;iir!!i:ii. v.-luisa -Sul.v it sliai! be. t 



After Rome debate the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Beach offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

iUxch'cd, T'niil U:i: P(.',';;ftini.--:;f-Arni:: us dirMisJ to r, i vc yrint'.'ii. Tor the uhr of the mem- 
hi :■:■ of lilt Ci>-iv; : :i!jc-!!. ono hi.'i'ii'ni uilorln:; '.(.■d i.-o i 1 1 f?-= ! ■'.'!' i'.o p'^riil G.iiiKtauuisii uiiil Li i 11 
ul lirgbisof Virginia. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until Tuesday next, the 23rd 
last., at 12 o'clock, M. 



Tuesday, Feb. 23rd, 1864. 

Convention met at V2 o'clock, M. 

The proceedings of the previous meeting were read and approved, 

Dr. Watson, from the Committee on the Bill of Eights and 
Qualification of voters, reported that said Committee had bad under 
consideration the Bill of Eights and begged leave to report the Bill 
of lights of Virginia, ay pr^.-'od Juno V.'iih, 1T7I>. as amended bv trie 
Convention of 1850 and 183 1, without alteration. Tha report" was 
laid on tlie-tabb and ordered to he printed. 

Mr. Downey, from tlie Committee on the Legislative Department, 
oilorcd the toll owifirf resolutions, which were debated and referred 
back to the Committee: 
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TO 

Senulotil, That iiii; i.iv.ivl;i:i'.-ij powe:' of ihi? Coi"aiiiO!iv-.'ea.l!l; s- 1 1 ■ ■. 1 1 lie lasted in a Genera! 
A.-: .■■ .'■■•-. v-'lii- !: -iiii'! ■ oi:si; f in ii Sosiiiio and fU.iMrv of .riepvciGiiiasives. TLie style of all 
proccvi si all be ■■ 'Iiii; Coir.i!:::r..tiiliii uf Virginia. 1 ' 

2. Tlie Hoi!!--r! of PL'--;iviwi:Li::itivf:i shi'.ll not coi^i.-it of !c»3 than ninety nor more than out 
hundred mc.'uberd. The t-cnute shall not be j.jrea'air than One-lhiL-d the number of Kcpre- 



3. That the Same be referred to the Committee o:i t!ni Legislative Department. 

Dr. Webb introduced an. ordinance relative to the qualification of 
voters, which was referred to the Committee on the Bill of Rights 
and Elective Franchise; and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Convention. 

Mr. Wihg offered the following resolutions, which were adopted : 

Eitc ! :'-:/i, TUiU ',-;e Conuukice on KjjiiUicrv.lioi; aiA ;■]'.' n C; 1 1 it; a be iiiEUucled to inquire 
into ihe t.\] ■■,■■',! iciic.v of re;:Orl::i^ Mil- lei'.e^iuir a.-! aubstiltif'.'S for the !.ha.ra.'i.uLb, iivn:Liii;ii 
and ty.en'.y-hrsi ^ec'iocs of AiTicle 1 V of lite jTeoO.ut Coa-.Tiiuiio!-! of Yirgmi;i : 

19 th.— Slarery and involuntary servitude, (excipl for crime), is hereby abolished and 
p.'obihiiijd in tbeJ.itate forever. 

20!h. — Civ.iri-- of eoiup'.*eni jutjj.iletioii va,\v r-prmml.h.e ir.iato's of Afrie.iu deeeviL ori lihe 
conililions provided by i.t'.v, for njnjr-jiiiiciiii,' ivuite children. 

2\ni. — The Generii.l A..;;;einb;y ;i!".!l make no 1:lv,' .-oioraveniiii; tl.io t;i!,-olco;;!h .Suction of 
tins Co:iritii.ution. 

Mr. Pe™ offered an Ordinance fixing the number and comnonai- 
tion of officers of the Convention. Laid on the table. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow. 

o ■ 

Wednesday, Feb. 24th, 1864'. 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Bqtjsh submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it ifhall be die duty of the Lcstis'alUfe t< 
of public schools ad «;■..; lie to the w'at:ti> of l.he citizen-;, :\i 
therefrom on account of race or color. 

On motion of 'Mr Watson the resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. 

Mr. .Watson submitted the following amendment to the first Sec- 
tion of the Third Article of the Constitution : 

Every white male citizen of the Cemmonwealtb of the age of 
t went v-o tie years, who .has- been a resident of the Mtnte for one year 
and of the county, city or town, where he offers to vote for six 
months next preceding an election, shall he qualified to vote for 
member of the General Assembly and all officers elective by t he poo- 
nle ; but no person shall vote hereafter at any election who lias held 
a military commission under the so-cruled Comederafc (.Government, 
abov'otue grade of Lieutenant Colonel, or -who has held civil office 
under the so-called Confederate Government, or under the 8i.ii to G-ov- 
ejnmenb in rebellion against the Government of the LTnired Ki-ateit , 
with tiic following exceptions, via: Justices of the Pence, Constable?. 
■MrxcyoTH of the Public Beads, Overseers of the Poor, Notaries 
Piilrie, and Commissioners m Chancery. 



v Google 



11 

All persona v/ho have held military commission?, under the so- 

tai'led Coiilederate States of America below the grade of Colonel, 
shall not be qualified to vote for the space of five years after the 
date of the formation of this Constitution. 

Nor shall any person be qualified to vote until after the expira- 
tion of the time aforesaid "who has at. any time favored the secession 
of Virginia fj:om the L'nitodfivn'f.es, by advocating secession or voting 
ibr eeeession candidates for soat« in the convention which assembled 
at Richmond on the tiiii'leenth. day of February, eighteen hundred 
ft rid aixty-or.10 j except such as may have afterwards voted against the 
ratification of the ordinance of secession. 

No person in the military, naval or marine service of the United 
State;: sh-rtll be deemed a resilient of this .State by reason of being 
stationed therein. And. no person shall have the right to vote who 
is of unsound mind, or a pauper, or commissioned officer, soldier, 
seaman, or marine in the service of the United States, or who baa 
been convicted of bribery in an election, or of any infamous offence. 

Rtaolecd, That llie R^ncWil "<■■.'! '<"■.- ii.iun '!:■.• rfjti'iroii \o 'l-.c Oum;niL;5C on i! « Bill of Rights 

actl Qualification of Voters. 

A. WATSON. 

Adopted and referred to the Committee in conformity with the 
resolution annexed. 

Mr, Beach siibniitted the following resolution, which was" adopted: 

Ii(to/i>c!, Tint, iho CoiumittM <iii t.in\ ExiTii'ivo imd JmliL-iiiry, bo instructed to inquire 
into tin; r::[)Viu\icy of <so in'ovidin;' in tlio Ci)iis!ii-.'iio:i ih.i' J '.::!;.;; si thaii tsiivea^.tr bi olio^n 
i\y the G(:i'_i:r:.'.l A;;;-inbi,v,'oii foe miusirmlimi of (lie Executive. 

Oil motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow. 



Thursday, Feb. 25th, 1864, 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were mid and approved. 

Mr. 'Wiritra submitted an Ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to 
provide for the relief of pevsoaa lioldiL"' State or other securities 
within the Rebel lines from which no interest has been received." 

Mr. Wino moved that the Ordinance be laid on the table and 
printed. 

The subject was debated by Messrs. Wing and Webb in the 
affirmative, and Messrs. Beach, Downey and Hawxhurst in the 
negative. 

Mr. Beach asked for a division of the question, as he wished to 
vote to lay on the table and against the proposition to print. Tho 
request being grunted the question was then put on the first clause 
to lay on the table— and adopted. 
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The question then being called on the Second clause— -to print 
it was adopted, ayes 8 ; nays 1. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until Tuesday, March 1st, 
1864. 

Tuesday, March let, 1864. 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and. approved. 
Mr. Watsok, Chairman of the Committee on the Bill of Eights 

find Qualification of Voters, submittal the following report, which 
wan laid on the table and ordered to be printed : 

The Committee on the Bill of Bights and Qualification of Voters 
have had under consideration the. subject of the Elective I'Ya-nehise, 
and beg leave to report to the Convention the following as an 
amendment to the First Section of the Third Article of the Consti- 
tution of Virginia: 

Every white male citizen of the Commonwealth of the age of 
'.wonty-ono years, who has been a resident of tboState for one year, 
and of thp county, city or town, where he offers to vote for six 
months next preceding an election, and who ban paid his previous 
year's tax. shall be qualified to vote for members of the General 
Assembly and all officers elective by the people ; but no person shall 
bold office or vote hereafter at any e'ection who voted for or signed 
the ordinance of secession of Virginia, in the Convention which as- 
sembled at Richmond en the thirteenth day of February, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one, or has held a military commission under the 
so-called Confederate government above the grade of Lieutenant 
Colonel, or who has held civil office under the so-called Confederate 
government, or under the State governments in rebellion against 
(he Government of the United Stale:-:, with the following exceptions, 
viz: Justices of the Peace, Constables, Surveyors of the Public 
Roads, Overseers of the Poor, Notaries Public, and Commissioner-! 
in Chancery. 

All persons who have held military commissions under the so- 
ealled Conicderato States of America below the grade of Colonel, 
shall not bo qualified to hold otli.ee or vote for the space of five yeara 
after the termination of this rebellion. 

Nor shall any person he qualified to hold office or vote until after 
the expiration of the time aforesaid, who has at any time favored 
the secession of Virginia from the United States, by advocating 
session, or voting for secession candidates for seats in the Conven- 
tion which assembled at Richmond on the thirteenth day of Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, except such as may have 
ai'tevvnrds voted against il i i n im i i t u 

No person in the military, naval or marine service of the United 

States, shall be deemed a resident of this State by reason of being 
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stationed therein. And no person shall have the right to v,.!u wli.i 
i« of unsound mind, or n piuiper, ov commissioned ufiiciT, soliliur, 
seaman, or-raarine in tlio service of the United Status, or who ha* 
been convicted of bribery in any election, oi» of any infamous 
offence. A, WATSOX, Chairman, 

Mr. iiniAr.'n asked leave of absence for to-morrow, which, on motion 
of Mr. Thomas, was granted. 

On motion the Convention adjourned tnii.il (o-morrnw. 

Wednesday, March 2nd, ISO 1 , 

Convention met at 12 o'clock. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Moc-ile, from the Committees the IVill of "flights and Oiiaii- 
ficaLioii of Voter;;, submitted the following minority report, as -an 
amendment to the First Section of the Third Article of the- Con- 
stitution of Virginia : 

Every white male citizen of this Commonwealth of tlio age of 
f went)' --one years, who has been a resident of the & tat elm - one yc?-?, 
and of the county, city, or town where he offers to vote, for Bi^ 
months next preceding an election, and who has pw.id all taxes as- 
sessed to him under the laws of ihU; Common wealth, shall be quali- 
fied to vote for members of the General Assembly, and all ofiicers 
elective by the people, Provided, he shall take the oath to support 
tiie Constitution of the United States and the restored, government 
of Virginia. But all persons holding com missions in any armed 
tureen opposing the trove 

military, all members of the Legislature, and all persons boii'ing 
otlice under the usurped government at Ilie-ium-ims, ahall be disfran- 
chised unless they .shall return to tiieir allegiance within, fwelvo 
months from i.he 13th day of February, ISO-.!, ami take tho oath to 
support the Constitution of tho United States and the restored gov- 
ernment of Virginia; imfc no person in the military, naval or marine 
TO i' vice, of the United States shall he deemed a resident; of this rotate, 
by reason of being stationed therein, and no person shall have the 
right to vote who is of unsound mind, or a pauper, or a non-com- 
mhjsioned. et'Ioor, soldior, seaman or marine in the service of the 
United States, or who has been eu.'.wieted of bribery in an election, 
or of any infamous offence. 

Mr. Wise- submitted the following resolution : 

Radioed, Tliiit n Gii'iniiUue of (ii-o b« !>p;)umi.pt! to corifbr with tlso PrciLik'ii t uf tlio United 
HtiVWa on t'li) liutji't:! tii' HiJii-.-.'.-ip.i.ii'-.iL and ('.unptn rfation. 

A division being called, on the resolution it was adopted by the 
following' vote :■ — Ayes 9 ; nays 4, 

.[f.On motion of Mr. Pe> t n, tho President was then instructed to ap- 
point saii.l committee 1 . 
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Mr. Wing suhni'ttod the following pr^nblc arid resolution : 

. Wiie«s,vs, The Fvc-siiiwi* of the United Sfntosi lias recently issued a pLw.-k.ma :!.-/,-( yf 
j\sii!-.i'S-'v to c-itiiiijUiifiC ttie Ua\:i'A [iinipa iLii/iv^it lis lb r i» ;■' ■ ■ *. ■■■:■!■ ;■ all bi- 

i:v ■■■ii-.l'-.- of ( oi:.'iK< in i;it sn uiii-K of (tie so-eilk'.l Ctoii>;t !!,!.■.;': : r ,;:i!,-s -.ii'jii ii::>i? rciiu-n- 
ing to their iilkgisncc; end, 

:i -fU-d 
CcriA/.li'i'ii.iv! Co; !>;■::■:: ■.'.!, id* iuJic ■!".■. I he :. i; v ■■■■... i _i*» ■ - s i.-i pcoph vc : \<:ani as.iu bvi- 
=!i\puii!, ov ;■>. :<!.-;■.- u-.;;-: i'> "■ ail liit-Mnci >■.-;-, of fUn ,>.-ol!:>i!!ti iw -oon ;'.!»■*. iii.r.npity; nr.ij, 

W'HKiih'tF, Wo belli vs tbU rii (..i'V-i' <■.*' sr-i^s-fty ,r:uj p&.r,;on t<s ?.o lii!ii;b;«! t'iiioraijvt.tp, 
.villh' '.li.H -;iij,fr!rr, v Lo id f ... ! . l^v,.-^."1 iji' .. !:L:-:-o.'i Dm: llrSjiOtit [i0 '.'.?>■ '-'f »r !r-.>>, iil ?M 'iii rtcri, 
vili iv of n.-n-fiTt.-vi n.-rf r,<? !■-;■> in r.,"<-o.i.;'.ing n. ivtuvn s.t timj;- ilksi.'.i.ia <,i : :'!*o j;iiv:).k'!i 
i.ini ;:ii'ii!l:.!' i,;i. , ' .■..■ ■ . jvnii.vi. 'J'fcf! tiiis-c. 

R,:iu! a:;'; Ti'.-.i,. .... . . j.,, .. !,• .V..j ht: .',jyi>'iini-:»; ;o Ooui.-i i:.[j!i':!;s ?[■■.-■.! ■■le!! > o<" tho ■'■■■:;-;. 

■f-'h'.i'.; v,lJi I. vi^i," ;.! r ;- ;. .. i: !i;:.v :!-i:-,-i'>ty t<> ft'' ?:: '!.■■:■ ■■:-. \:\ : .i:H:~.; of iiit; 

rpliil o-CEik'S, i.e. snip :■,■> ii ".:!<-'. .-■i.icu^ of ,'i !«*■>■»■ jirndu, 

Mr: Wood raovod to fay on the table, after v;bieh --.he st'bjeet v&rn 

a ad 
"Watson in ths liogaiive, a. n d Mr. Wing in the affirmative. 

} i t g from Eiuabeti. City (M"r, 

Vv'ooi:} tihiniki v v \i Udraw h 2 s motion to lay en the table, m ore.'.-!' that 
<:i\e Sii'jSct;i: ::i;r-.;!i!.: br; definitely settled at once. 

The motion wa<; withdrawn, and the question, was then, put on 
the adoption of ths preamble and resolution, and they were tost. 
On motion the Oo'nvei:t.!.ef:. then adjourned until tomorrow 

Thursday, March. 3rd, 1864. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minuter.' of the previous moating ivore read find approved.. 

Mr. Pesn called up she ordinance ih:i.ng the number and compen- 
sation of officers of the Convention, and moved to amend by strildo,', 
out ail thai: v-ovikrr> of the sc'/nrni section alter tite words "shall b^/' 
.and insert t'ite words "eight dollars." 

After some dehafce, on motion of Mr. Hawxeuest the ordinance 
■was laid on, the table, whereupon 

Mr. Wing offered the following resolution as a substitute : 

Retc-lrtd, 'i'iiii.1. ilio !x>;>i:ts.i" of tin: C^L'.-,'o:ii.ion i:' liwehj- ikiitlicviacJ Id cEi[:Ioy nn us- 
£i;lniiL at a ;;«;;; 17 01" rot wn-o i:ii.",!i fbu: doiUrft per tiay. 

After eoDie debate- ihs resolutiori v.'as adopted. 
Mr. Webb offered the following resolution, which was also 
adopted : 

lltsoh-ed, 'flint the pay of I 1 .!; '^''j.^r-Lit-nI-i'inoj mi.i lS:c Doci-ijfciioi 1 of tbis Couvcniion 
ahnH tit tSiosami; es I'.ij^nid by the- Hi:uS4> of Delegates. 

On motion, taa Coaveiatioa thou adjourned until to-morrow.. 

Friday, March 4th, 1864, 
Convention met at 13 o'clock, M. 

The PrcsidCi.it beiii,^ detained at his rooms from inditipchitjnn, 
the Convention was called to order by the Secretary, who notified 
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tho members that it would bo necessary to elect a President pro 
tempore, whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Pehn, Mr. 'Webb was called to the chair, 

Tho minutes of the previous meeting, were then read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Beach, Chairman of the Committee on the Executive Depart- 
ment and Judiciary, submitted the report of the Committee of which 
he is Chairman, which was laid on the table and ordered to bo 
printed. 

The President then announced the following special Committee 
of five to confer with the President of the Ui:.iiod States on the sub- 
ject of "Emancipation kind Compensation, in conformity with a reso- 
lution previously passed, viz : Messrs. Wing, Watson, Beach, Gover 
and Webb. 

Mr. Beach desired to be excused from acini.;:; as a member of said 
committee, ami stated his objections to its formation, 

Mr. Penh stated that he had voted for the resolution creating the 
■Committee, but would not move for a re-consideration in the absence 
of its author. 

Mr. Downey then moved a re-consideration of the resolution, 
which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Beach moved to lay tho whole subject on the table until a full 
house was present. Adopted. 

On motion the Convention th<m adjourned until Monday } Tdarob 
■rth, 1864. 

Mohdas, March 7th, 1864. 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M, 

The minutes of the previous meeting v/ere read andapproved. 
Mr. Watson, on behalf of the Chairman of the Committee on 

.Emancipation ami .Education (Mr. Woo) submitted an Ordinance 
''ieo'irihiug and forever prohibit!-!!"; slavery within the limits of the 
fjtate. 

It was read, and on motion of Mr. Webb was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed, and made the special order of Thursday next. 

The President presented a petition from James W. Brownloy, of 
Portsmouth, contesting the seat of George R. Bousli, whereupon 

Mr. Thomas submitted the following resolutions, which were 
adopted : 

ft't'olved. That a CctnsiiiUoe of five In; appomtsiT to c.vimko into ilio o?aims of 3amea W. 
]!'.o',i-nir\- to n iOiii in i!j:s Convention, unJ tiiiii diey be re. p. lasted to report on the same at 
Hi fiitly :i di.-y .is practicable. 

2. That the private kivr» of George R. Tic:::,-.-, to .1. IT. Burvoo^is, nf Portsmouth, Vn,, 
unci the iCiMn.vitii of J. \V. T'lcker, •.v'u'v.b have b-.rn bent ti * 1 ; c I'r;;:iknt of this Convtn- 
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flling tin; siatl of Gcor;,™e E. [loiilli, tc 



r L'!ie President amionneed tho follow lis; named gontlenjeti' ha the 
special committee: — Messrs. Webb/ Mooru, Wtiinl,, JJcuqii .'fthtl 
Downey. 

Oit motion of Mr Watson tlicJJUl of Rights previously reported 
waa taken up and read, iuk! afterwords made tins special urdtr fop 
Monday -next. 

Mr. Beach moved tliat the report of tlio Conmiifti'e on tlio Execu- 
tive- Doj-iiu'{'.!tKH'it and Jit liei.try be made the soeeial order for Friday 
nest. The motion was concurred in. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until to-morrow. 

Tea-DAT, March 8th, 1864. 
Convention met 12 o'clock, M. 

Tho minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Watson stated that ,13 the Report of the Committee on Einam 
!.'i[);LtioM Wits not ilicujriii: to be us perfect as it might bo made, he 
moved to recommit to i'ho Committee. The motion was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Hawxiickst the Committee was then instructed 
to -report by Thursday next. 

Mr. Downey submittal an. Ordinance uefivtiuiv treason, andfor the 
punishment of the samo, which was laid on -the tabie and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

Wednesday, March 9th, 1864. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minntes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Watson, in behalf of tho Chairman of the Committee on 
Emancipation and Education, submitted the following report : 

" Yew CoffiTiili i<-« on Kioandp.lii-.r-. in:;; k'nvii to irilroduce. Cia lb!lowin£ «s n part of I ho 
Covins liov. <>t Virginia, to Im inserted in tho same under the caption of " SWVEKY ob 
Freedom;" 

i !. S!,ivrrrv iirxi ir.volurii.i.rv sinviUi^j ('excepr fur crime) ii iii.-r:i.-;-y iiH-islusi and pro- 
hibited in the State forever. 

J 2. Courts of com pel en*, jurisdiction my cjiprcnilce. minors of African decent on like 
c;jA<IUl(.h8 pi'ovidci.I '■■■? -I", for apist^nliii.,".'; lihiiii oliifdren. 

J 3, Tile General As-jtiublv s'oall make no law cstiiiilishii-.j:,- slavery or rocogriidiig property 

ill ljl!i!i;IU tjclllKS. 

W W. WING, Chairman, ~\ 
B. B WOOD, | 

I'UIMP G. THOMAS. \ Committee, 

A. WATSON, I 

S FKKGCSON UEACII, J 
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Laid on the table, and on motion of Mr. Wuub was made the 
special order for to-morrow. 

Mr. Dov/viiY submitted Ll 1 o !olli:nvi ;?;-- resdutiona, which were laid 
oh the table and ordered to be printed : 

fiewlvsd, 'riii'.!, i;i'.' isioiify or minis.:! ij^ainrrct IVoin Use piil.'s i:i" con !].;!::> led prupci'ly, sim!" 

ire iiilirli-J'-, iir.'i, i.O t'ii'i priy iii-ll t ill' k'/ll' jtfl'S ,-!:s fijl' nil 'JlL.' ii.io-Ji.Y- 1!ji:y llitvi.' su»r;iil!.;.:ii iiV ftri:! 

i!i-,-i.ii(;ili tl-.ij iv!>i:t!L'.!;:; s-;wi. io he itjtiii c! t.u tYvu snanul pu;-;nj-0j ; " //uW, if n siur'jluii, it 
ia!:nil be .'.pjiliiiil ii: liiu ii-^iseiit of ![■;■ i'ilalir ik-tjl, o;- os: Uueriuil i in pi-ov omenta. 

2nd. .-The Legislators 'shaH profile by law for fclic same at the Erst session after the 

Uiiuiii.iii! c: l!:::j Ci'iiisiitaliuii. 

Mr. Downey also offered the following resolutions, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education : 

Rescind, That llio !■•■;: ii".i'ur,j n'mll as sucn as cor. vl.-;; :"y kmv ba, in Oiiilc by law, for a 
ivrai'viil -.;.:-'li.""'i -of ::i:,^:.tU:n ti; mi [ghoul iau iit;ii,c. in uu.rii a ii^ui^O!: it;L itio vjojt ms'.y be 
M«;.;iit ;Cr-.'.!is. 

2nd.— TSiEt Ite- lati; sna sciences slid! be :;r;tj l;:j fi'ii lei oiui oir mors WMinjiri'irs or collegeSO 
learning. 

Mr, "Webb, Chairman of the Special Committee on the contested 
seat of Mr. George R. Boush, mii.de the folio wing report; which was 
ima^-mous'}' adopted: 

"The Committee to whom was referred the claim of James ~W. 
Orowniey, Esq.. of Portsmouth, to a scat if? f-his Convention in place" 
of George '.I. .I'ioi'.sii, beg leave to ranyrt that they have examined 
carefully the papers filed, and are of the opinion that Mr. J. W. 
Brownley is not entitled to a scat in this Convention. 

L. W. WliJJB, Ch-iir.nan,-] 
R B. WOOD, | 

"MM. P. MOOES, J-Coma-Uteo. 

JAMES M. DOWr-lEV, ( 
8. FERGUSON BEACH, J 
Mr. I5owi-:-.!'t submitted an. Ord.iuaace providing for amendments 
to the Constitution hy the Legislafnre after the year one thousand 
eight liimdi'cd and seventy. Laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed hy the following vote : ayes 7 ; nays 5. 

Mr. Hawxhurst then moved to take up the ordinance previously 
introduced by the gentleman from Loudoun (.Mr. Dov.^.ly), defining 
and punishing tree son, and submitted a substitute for the same. — 
The subject was debated at sonic length by Messrs. Kawxhurst, 
Penn, Downey and Webb, after which it was laid on the table, or- 
dered to be printed and made the .special order of Tuesday nest. 

On motion the Con vent ion adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

ThOksdav, March 10th, 1864. 
Convention met at 10 o'eiock, A. M. 

t-h.% minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
The report of the Committee on Emancipation being the special 
order of the day, the same was taken up and read. 
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Tlie suhjeet was then debated Jit considerable loo^tli by SJonhtcf. 
Downey, Bonsh, Iiawxhursfc and Watson in favor of its immediate? 
adoption , 

Mr. Beacie desired to make an explanation. His namo did not 
appear oa therepovt of the Committee on Emancipation from the 
iaet that no was ahse-iifc when the corriniiUeu made its report. As he 
endorsed the report and should vote for if:; adoption, he asked that 
his in'.mc might he recorded with- the balance, of the Committee; — 
The request was granted and ids name so recorded. 

Mr. Penn said as there soeirrcd io be no opposition, lie would now 
move the unanimous adoption of the report. 

Me. Webb desired the aye* and nays taken, ami they were recorded 
as follows : 



:i'.: jjs — Mr. Moore. 

So the report was adopted. 

Mr. Watson offered the fol'iov/hi^ resolution, which was adopted ; 

feoi'v 1 .:.'/, Thfii <i i'OV.'.n:'! l!'^ ns thr-co !".- ^ppoi-vri to w.t i t msi;;l- Cl:-G'i . &■,«<« vs ~,,!.il iwsosl 
'.hi',t a salute-be final in !h;?kh: &(.' tiis jias^i- oi' i!i»j act of ijiziuEicipaUon. 

The Preside?:::' appointed she i v :d\c,\:'r,.i<; named goruknien as said 
CjmmJttte:— Messrs.. 'Watso's, IVm.o and Govsr. 

Mr. Dowhey submitted the following resolution, which was also 
adopted : 

lleioincd, Thai f. siv..:!:;.i ooiLiLdiUfit cl lire riurcijci-s ';:■:: ujijoi^ii:;!. !u ['1-<.-;;li--« a .->(;i-.f;iulo i>: 
the Constitution. 

On motion tlis Convention then, iidjovirned until 11 o'clock, A. M., 
to-morrow. 

Friday, March 11th, 3864. 

Convention met a.t 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Report of the Committee on. the Executive Department aviO 
J liedciary Lei :i<; the special oi iter of the flay, the i;a.m,e '.va.s taken vip 
u.: i- consideration. As unsay m-.emberu were iina-'oidably absent 

Mr. Webi! moved to ];(;,:',;iijflC the conrm.-eritKm of l-lie Hepori until 
Wednesday next. The motion was eoneur.red in. 

On motion the Convention then adioumed -civi-ii Monday next at 
10 o'clock, A. M. 

. Monday, March Hth, 1864. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read' artl.' approved. 
The Report of the Committee on the Bill of Bights being the 
fecial order of the day, the same was called up and read, after 
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'which, cm motion of Mr. Watson, (ho same was tmanirooTiBlj 
adopted. 

Mr. Watson then called up the Report of the Committee on the 
Qualification of Voters, after the reading of which he submitted the 
following amended Baport: 

The Committee on the Bill of .Rights and Qnpl-Sfi.eati.oa of Voters 
have had 

and beg leave to report to the Convention the foiioud-ig as an amend- 
ment to the B'h-si'SeetioTi of th.e Third Article of the Constitution of 
Virginia : 

Every white male citizen of the Comnioav.-eaith of the ago of 
twenty-one years, who has been, a resident of the fdato for one yaif, 
and of ilie couaty, city or town, where ho offers to vote tor six 
months next preceding an election, and who haa paid, his taxes for 
the p receding year, shall be qualified to vote for members of the 
General Aasemhiy and ail officers elective by the people ; but no per- 
son shall hold office or vote hereafter at any electica. who voted for or 
signed i;b.e ordinance of secession of Virginia, in the Convention 
[id. on the thirteenth day of Febrnavy, 
eighteen humU'ea arid. sixty-ORO, or has held a military commission 
under the so-colicd. Go nfod Grate government above the grade of 
[nontenant Colonel, or who lias held cull office under the so-called 
Clm.foderrde government, or under the State governm.entu in rebel- 

vho has held 
a seat in either Koase el' the so-called Confederate Congress, or in 
either House of the General Assembly of Virginia, or of any other 
State in rebellion against the G-e\ ; eminent of the United States sdree 

the day of — — — — — eighteen hinsdredand ;.-i.xty- 

oii with the following exceptions, vi:/ : Justices of the .Peace, Con- 
s'abioa, fturvoyorj; of the Public ifoaus, Overseers of the Poor. 
■Notaries Public, and Commissioners in Chancery. 

All persons who have held military commissions under the so- 
called Confederate States of America below the grade of Colonel, 
(dial! not he oualiiied to hold office or vote for the space of five yearn 
altar the formication of this rebellion. 

Nor shall any person ho qualified to held office or vote until after 
the expiration of the time aforesaid, who lias. given aid and comfort 
to the rebels in arms, or favored the Recession of Virginia from the 
United states by advocating secession, or who has voluntarily borne 
arms against the United Suites, and not then until they shall take 
the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United. States, and 
an oath, to support the Constitution and Laws of Virginia, which 
oath or oaths shall be recorded in some Court of record. The rebel- 
lion shall ho deemed to have terminated in three months after all 
the counties in the State shall have been recognized by the election 
and appointment of officers recognising the Constitution- of the 
United States as the supreme law of the land. 



v Google 



20 

No person in the military, nav.il or marine ncfvice of the United 

■States, shall be deemed a resident of this State by reason of being 
stationed therein. And no person small have the rmht to vote wlio 
is of unsound mind, or a pauper, or nori-coiimilssioncd officer, sol- 
dier, seaman, or marine in the service of the United (States, or who 
has been convicted of bribery in any election, or of any infamous 
offence, provide:!, however, that ofimer:; and -soldiers in the volun- 
teer service of the United Statcn, not dkaYarmrm'ed by the i'oregaicg 
provisions, may vote at such places, and under such restrictions, as 
may be provided hy law. 

To ensure the execution of the above provisions the Legislature 
.shall proiiy.ro an oath to be administered to those '.vho oiler to vote, 
but whose rieht to vote in iloabtfal, 

A. WATSON, Chairman. 

Laid on the table and ordered to he printed and made the special 
order for Thursday next. 

Mr. Pewn informed tha Convention that he would, on Thursday 
neyt-j when the Report should coiuo up .as the special order of the 
day, move to strike out so much of the same as reads " or non-com- 
missioned officer, soldier, seaman or marine in the service of the 
United States." 

Mr. Downey then submitted the following amendment to the Re- 
port of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters : 

After the end of the third line strike out the word " nix" and 
insert " one month.;" in the next line after the word "election" in- 
sert " hut a citizen of the United States who had previously "been 
a qualiiitd voter of this Slate, arm removed therefrom and lotM'ned, 
and who shall have resided in the election district, and paid his 
laxes as aforesaid, shall be entit'ed to vote after residing in the State 
six months." Again the worda "five years" to he made "ten 
years." After .'the words "voting for (ori^h.ad) f:eco&f;ion candi- 
dates" to read after the words " officer and .mld.ier" "except mthno 
of a rebellion or invasion." 

Liid on the table and ordered io by minted, ami made the special 
order of Thursday next. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until II o'clock A. M., to- 



Tdesdat, March 15th, 1864. 
Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read am! approved. 
Mr. Dowsey, Chairman of the Committee on the Legislative De- 
partment, submitted the report of the said Committee, which was 
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Mr, HAWSU0H8T moved to lay on tin; fable and have the ;ame 
printed, and make it the special order of Friday next. 

Mr. Webb objected to flic printing of the twenty-ninth Section of 
Ike .CiCjMu-fc, and moved to amend by striking out that portion of it. 
The motion was lost by a vote of ayes 4, nays 8. 

The question then recurring, on the motion of the gentleman fiora 
Fairfax (Mr. Hawxjiurht) the name was concurred in. 

Mr. Watsox called np 'be oi'iiimv.K-e doikiino; treason, inirodoeel 
by the gentleman iVon Loudoun, (Mr. Downsv) and the substitute 
thereto:' ^remitted by the gentleman from Fairfax (Mr. li A'.vxHUijsT.) 
The liiilijei'.d: was debased fit some length by Messrs. Downey, and 
Eawxhurst in the affirmative, and Messrs. Webb, Boiijsh and Penn 
in the negative. 

Pending t:.ie consideration of the subject, the Convention adjourn- 
ed until 11 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 

Wednesday, March 16, 18G4. 

Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting -;7(.t;; road ;md approved. 

On motion of Mr. Watson the unfinished business of yesterday 
was" suspended and the special order of the. day — the Report of the 
Con i in If U e on the Executive .Department a ad J iH.Ue.iaiy — was taken 
up and considered. 

Mr. Beach submitted the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Retched, Tliat every ivpori. msils by :i stiMniiiiF.' Cumin ilii'i' ni-.i'.ll !■<_• w;nsiilcr(-(l niid l>o 
op tun tlii; voii; on ihi- ]iii:s:t^. ofiiiiy tiwjiion ur (.■taisc 

ni'.uli mi! l.ii.' iiMii.i. 'i'bc (jwiisJosi -bull raur orj ibii p'iri". : . : i.i ur ii.ii'j|.l. r (j!i of tlic ■.■,■!' u!« «a 
a-intiiiii.-.i, i'mi moiicr.- io iUiU' oul mill i'i.^h Midi l.i; in order. 

The first Section of the Report was then taken uto and adopted 
■without amendment. 

The second Section was then taken up. 

Mr. HaWxedest moved to amend by adding after the word 
" majority " in the fourteenth line the words " of members elected 
to." 

Mr Beach offered an amendment to the amendment, viz : After 
the words " presence of" in the fourteenth lino strike out the words 
tl a majority of." 

The question recurring on the amendment to the amendment the 
same was adopted— ayes 9; nays 2. 

Mr. Downey offered the following amendment which was lost : 

In the eleventh line of the second Section strike- out the words 
" on the first day " and add "as soon as a Speaker Bhall be elected 
at the next s 
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The second Section of the Report as amended was then adopted : 

Tiie third Section of the Report was then taken up. 

Mr. Boiran moved to amend by striking out the word "five" after 
She word " for " in the twenty -fourth line and .substitute therefor 
She word " four." 

The amendment was lost, and the Seel ion then adopted. 

The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth Sections were 
then adopted without amendment. 

The tenth Section being under consideration, 

Mr. Dowhev moved to amend by adding after the word "vote" in 
the seventy- fifth line the word;- " except when the Semite is a tie." 

The amendment was lost and the Section as originally reported 
was then adopted. 

The eleventh Section was then taken up. 

Pending the consideration of the eleventh Section a motion to ad- 
journ was made and lost. 

Mr, Beach- then offered the following amem.Iinent, which' was lost : 

" The salary of the Secretary shall not he less than $1800 per 
annum ; the salary of the Treasurer shall not he less than 81800 per 
annum ; and the salary of the Auditor shall not he less ilmn ;-y?.-U)i) 
per annum," the same to be inserted at: the end of the eleventh 
Section. 

Mr, Pens moved to amend hy striking out the word "two" 
after the word "of " in the eightieth line of tho eleventh Section, 
and insert the word " four." 

The amendment was lost by a vote of -ayes 5 ; nays 8, 

The eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth Section? were then adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



Thursday, March 17th, 1861. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Weiiis the special order of the day— the Report 
of the Committee on the Elective Franchise-— was suspended, and 
made the special order of Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. WaT^on the Ordinance defining and punishing 
treason was made the special order of to-morrow. 

Mr. Watson submitted an ordiance relative to the proceeds of 
confiscated property, which was laid on the table and ordered to be 



■Int.'d. 
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Mr. Uluch culled up the Report of the Committee oti the Legisla- 
tive Department ami Judiciary, and the fourteenth, fifteenth,, six- 
t(;etit.!i, seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth sections were ail opted 
without amendment. 

Judiciary Department.' — The first section of the Report of the 
Committee in regard to the appointment or Judges was objected tn 
1 y Messrs. Hawxhnrst, Downey and Watson. The subject was de- 
bated at some length, after which it was adopted by the following 
vote : 

Aya— Messrs. I.cllay <j E(Hvu:^9, (J'jf !ii;l:>!\ I.icjds. Buu.ili, (Juvor. ITtjislnnv, lluun.-. 
Venn, Web!).— 9. 

A'ays— Messrs. Downey, Dix, ITawxhurst, Thomas, Tennis, Wood, Wnison —7. 

The second section of the Beport was then taken up and adopte L 
Mr. Webb being excused from voting -on the same. 

The third, fourth and fifth sections were adopted without amend- 
ment. 

The sixth section being under consideration, Mr, Well! offered the 
following amendment: 

In the fist line of the sixth section strike out the words " eisrlit 
years" and substitute "four years." In t\\<i 73rd line of the same 
section, after the word "age," insert the following, " and has beeu 
31 citizen of the State for five years next preceding his election." 

Mr. Watson called for a division of the question, which, was 
granted. 

The question then Leing lalam on the amendment to the seventy- 
first line, it was rejected. 

Mr. liAivxuriiST moved to amend the amendment "by striking out 
the word "five" and inserting the word " two." 

The amendment to the amendment was lost. The question thcii 
recurring on. the amendment it was rejected by the following vote- 
ayes 7 ; nays 8. 

The 1 sixth section was then adopted. 

By general consent the seventh section was not taken up. 

The eighth and ninth sections were then taken tip and adopted. 

The tenth section being under consideration Mr. Whip, moved to 
amend by adding after the word "age," in the ninety-fifth line, the 
words " and and a citizen of the State for twelve months." 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the amendment by adding "and 
shall Iifn'e resided in the;;' to. to one year next preceding his election." 

The ayea and nays being demanded on the amendment to the 
amendment, they were recorded as follows : 

At/tu— )Ic^i-. : j. I.Hiov (!. Taiwan!.; (PiT=i.L\:ui\ Dix, Govlt. Ikuslsw, llinvi!,urei. Muuii: 
f'i'iiri. Tennis, V/cbb, Woeil, WjUstni. — 11. 

A"i' ; y-;— y^:.-.-.':i. i;u:u!i. ]);.::..-» Du'.nu'v. Tliuiaiit .-— I. 
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So the amendment to the amendment was a loptcd. 

The tenth section, m amended, was then adopted. 

A motion to reconsider the sixth section biing austai ned, 

Mr. Webb moved to amend the samo by aiding after the wmi! 
"age," in the seventy-third line, the words "and shall have re- 
sided in the State one year next prueediu:; \i\a election." 

The amendment was adopted, and the section iw amended re- 
ndu p ted. 

On motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

JS o'clock, P. M.~ Convention met and resumed the consideration 
of the Report of the Committee on the Judiciary Department. 

Sections twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen and twenty were adopted. 

Mr. Hawxhuiist moved to amend the twenty-first section by in- 
serting after the word "governor" in the one hundred and eighty- 
first line the words '■' and receive two thousand dollars for each ■ 
years' service," and in the one hundred and eighty-second line 
strike out the words "and receive such compensation." 

The amendment was rejected, and the section adopted as originally 
reported. 

Sections twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty- four, twenty-five, 
twenty-six, twenty-seven and twenty-eight were then adopted with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. Webb moved to amend the two hundred and twenty-fourth 
line of the twenty-ninth section by striking out the word " two" 
after the word "for" and insert the word " four." 

The ayes and nay:; being demanded they were recorded as follows: 

Ay.s — Messrs. Li'If'jy G, Eil-.vc.i di N'rosiJrai'l, ik-Gshnv,-, Mijor?, rcr.ii. 'iYmii;' V.'ocul 

W«bb.— 7. 
JVii /(-—Messrs. Btiu-h, iifiiish, Doivjiiiv, D;x, Unvc?, iisw hurst, Thomas. — 1. 
The amendment being lost the section was then adopted as 
originally reported. 

Sections thirty, thirty-one and thirty-two were adopted without 
amendment. 

By general consent the consideration of section thirty-three was 
postponed. 

Section thirty-four was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Beach the whole Ecport was then laid on the 
table. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M,, to- 
morrow, 
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Friday, March 18th, 1864. 
Convention, met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting ware read and approved. 
Mr. Webb submitted the following preamble and resolutions, 
which were laid on the table and ordered to he printed : 

lYmmE.iS, It TRof ;..Kiit iiiijiorifin™ In ilio 1'eopk (jf Vifjinia, [hut ihny should' tie sus- 
tained by the Gijvci-S'iiont. of the United States, and 

WHKHfiis, The coT!s';i:»l in'c-ncrcncc vri til 1-lic civil rrilh^-iiy m the F; (-stored Gov em men I, 
;«3 yj?r.i di^ati.-iaction or. the part of Our loyal 
(.■itir-:i'i:3; therefore 



jVssd(j;si?. Ti.af i>. C:-i:!ii:Vi;{;'i! !iT this C'.iJiist'i.LO'i, i:i conhi^. tie:: with thi; Governor, ue t;j- 

V, ami a:k hit: to lis a [-raha! v.Ueu an iefeeview c.in be 

ivu 1 , with him L'.:til hi. -j Coieaitaibual i.d visor'., to ^ .- <■ o i- 1 fi i i-. ivbethe-.- it is the in tea est of tins 

O's'-iii'i'iil i"; .-en ;n£ to .a i Main the ■■!.![ :ii!"itiority, o" ■.■/horiirr tiie dvi! is 1.0 become. :is it is 

aaw, si;bos-'!i;i!>.t« to She military, '.vitli a view tiiut tins Cnnveritlan may lake inch ac'ioii as 
iiiey may deem expedient. 

On motion of Mr. Downey the Report of the Committee on the- 
Legislative Department was postponed and made the special, order 
for Wednesday next. 

The special order of the day,. ;.he ordinance defining ar.d punish- 
ing treason, ami the substitute therefor, was then taken up. 

Mr. Downey accepted the substitute for the original ordinance 
submitted by him. 

The substitute then being under co 11 si deration, 

Mr. DowNRlT moved to amend by turning after the word ;( State" 
in. the second line, the words "committed in this Commonwealth." 

The whole subject was debated at coiviidevahie iongi.b by Messrs. 
Beach, Y.'ebb, Wi'ig attd Penn in the negative, and Messrs, Haws- 
hurst, Downey s>.nd Watson in the affirmative. 

Mr. Webb moved an indefinite postponement of the whole subject, 
but afterwards withdrew it. 

Mr. Hawxhubsx moved to adjourn. Lost by a vote of ayes ; 
nays 9. 

Mr. Downey withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Webb then moved the previous question, hut withdrew it in 
order to have a further expression of opinion on the subject. 

Mr. Watson moved to amend by striking out after the word. 
" Commonwealth," in the second Hue, the words, " or against lite 
United States," and in the same line to change the word " their," 
to " its," 

The amendment was lost by the following vote:— ayes V ; nays 8. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of thti 
substitute, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 
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K:w-lh^-,. LeEoyG-. EdivM-ils .(President). B^.idi, BjusIi, JIuorc, I\im, Thorns- 
Tt:ini5, Wui>b., Wing. Wood.— TO. 

So the substitute was rejected.. 

The President announced the appointment of Lysasdbr Hill as 
Reporter for the Convention. 
On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 



Satdbday, March 19th, 18G4. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock, Ai-SC. 

The minutes of the previous mooting ivcre read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Watson the ordinance relative to the ;-;ppln.;a-- 
tion of funds received from the sale of confiscated- property, wa,s 
taken up and considered. 

Mr. Hawshuust moved to amend by adding after the word 
"State" in the eighkendh line the words, "provided such owner a 
have given active proof of their loyally to the Government of the 
United States." 

The amendment was accepted. 

Mr. Wood moved to amend by inserting after the word "State" 
the words, " and the loss of time by imprisonment. " 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Webb offered the foil crying as a .substitute for the first section : 

1st. — To the payment of all loyal citizens or noiV-oombatanfrj, for 

losses .sustained either b\ Imprisonment, loss of property Loth real 

and personal, together with the loss of slaves, and who shall give 

Ifcy to the Government of the 

United States, or evidence of their neutrality. 

The substitute ■was withdrawn, whereupon 

Mr. Webb moved that the Convention resolve itself into a Coni'- 
mittee of the Whole on the consideration of the ordinance. 

The motion was sustained, and Mr. Gov- 1 ;: called to the chair. 

Mr. Watson moved to amend by striking, out the amendment of 
the gentleman from Fairfax (Mr. ILuvxii ufi;,'i% and insert the follow- 
ing after the word "imprisonment:." 

"Provided suck claimants have not been disloyal to the Stats o;- 
the Grovermnent of the United Stiites ; but if minors under- twelve 
years of age no evidence of disloyalty shall debar them from the 
benefits of this ordinance.'' 

The amendment was debated, at some length, but no ermclusio:.'. 
being arrived at the Committee- arose and. reported.. 
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Mr. Dchvsry then- offered the following resolution) which was 
ad op foe! : 

ItttoU'A, Tluit :i f.!i<i<-i:i! Com yiiit loo "of five h.- ^'-lunloil f<< whom L i ■ j ri oriliiitmee shall iic 
referred, ivilh awuui pausing paper;!. 

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

J&vih:g.i, T',;al iW-'! (V.nvfcv.'.kin will, of; i!o!;i!,iy next, mul dnilj LU-vonflcr. hcKlnfiennwi: 
cessions, commencing at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Thomas moved a re-consideration of the question, which 
motion was adopted, whereupon 

Mr. Watson offered the following as a substitute for thesame : 
Rescued, That tins Convention do now adjourn to meet at. 1-3 o'clock) A . M ., on Moil 
day noxt. 

The tubatitute was adopted and -the Convention then adjourned. 

Monday, March 21st, 1864. 
Contention mot at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The President being absent from the city, Mr. Hawxhttrst, of 

ii'tuvfas. on motion of lur. Pens, was elected President pro tempore, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were road and approved. 

■Mr. "Wing submitted a comimmi cation relative to the disposition 
of funds received iron: the sale of lands for school and religions pur- 
poses, and asked that it be referred to the Committee on Edueatinu. 
It was so referred. 

Mr. "Watson submitted an amended ordinance relative to the ap- 
plication of the proeeeds derived from the sale of confiscated pro- 
perty, which was laid on the tablo ami ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Botjsii submitted the following resolution, which was adopted : 

/incited, That ilit: Prc.viddra be. !>ji'.]i.:!iv'0.>i in ivajoui-'i \hW, Cunvcntion sine u'if osi lilts 2!HIj 
day of lliu (ji'CStns mouth, at 12 o'clock, M 1 

On motion of 'Mr. Pi;:sn the special order of the day; — the Report 
of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters' — was taken up am] 
considered. 

Mr. Wood submitted a substitute for the Ecport. 

Mr ( Dowbey moved to amend the substitute by striking out the 
word "six" in the third line and inserting the word ■"'three." 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. Watson then submitted, the following amendnrent: 

" No one shall hold office or vote who has favored the rebellion by 
act or word since the first day of January, 1862, or who voted for 
or signed the ordinance of secession of Virginia in the Convention 
which assembled in Bichmond on the 13th day of February, 18» ( >3, 
or who has voluntarily borne arms since the commencement of the 
rebellion. " Also to strike out the words allowing the Executive to 
pardon. 
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Mr. Beach moved to lay both Hie amendment mid the siifj.sti'fiffi; 
on the table, and have them printed. The motion was concurred in. 

Mr. Watsos moved to make the substitute and the amendment the 
special order for to-morrow, which motion was also concurred in. 

Mr. Watson moved to re-consider the vo'e malting the Report of 
the Committee on the Legislative l.^partment the .special order for 
Wednesday nest, in order that it might he taken up now. The 
motion was lost. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

Tuesday, March 22, 1804 

Convention met at 10 o'cloclc, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting vere read and approved, 

On motion of Mr. Wixo the special order of (.lie day — the Report 
of the Committee on the Qualification' fit Voters and the substitute 
therefor — was taken up. 

The substitute being under consideration Mr. Webb moved to 
amend the fifteenth line by inserting after the word "vote" the 
words " or hold office." 

The President declared the amendment out of order, cm the amend, 
ment by the gentleman from Accomac (Mr. Watson,) was pendini> 

Mr. Downey moved to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
consideration of the Import and the substitute, but the motion was 
not sustained. 

The amendment of the gentleman from Accomac (Mr. Watson,) 
was then taken up and considered, and rejected by a vote of ayes 4 ; 
nays 10. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of the amendment of 
the gentleman from Norfolk (Mr. Webb), viz : To insert after the 
word "vote" in the fifteenth line the words " or hold office," the 
same was adopted. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend the eighteenth line by inserting 
after the word " State," the words "or who voted for avowed seces- 
eioi candidates to the Convention of 1861." 

The amendment was lost, by a vote of ayes 4 ; nays 9; 

Mr. Wing moved to amend the fifteenth line by striking out the 
words " has held " and- inserting the words " now holds." 

The ayes and nays being demanded or. the amendment they were 
recorded as follows. 

A'/!s—}lcsns. LcPloj- 6. Eawmrls, (President,) Dis, Monro, Pram, Webb, Wlng--B. 

Xiii/s — Mi-:;r.vs. iiCi.i'ii, Hcis'i. IkiViT.'.'y. Gi'jvs-r, IIcn--.!i'iw. Haw: 1m )-.=!, Tliturvfis, IVimis. 
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So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Hessiiaw moved to amend tiie lifteont'ilirto by inserting al'l'-i 
the word " of lice " the words "or who shall have given aid or cntn- 
fort to rebels iii anus, by word, deed or act since the 4th tUv of 
July, 1862." 

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded as follows: 

Af/ea— Messrs. Downey, \>\x, Clover, Hensluiiv, Ilitivxliui-st, Wind, Watma—I, 

fliiknt,) Gwi'li, Itiiusli, Moon-, Putin, Tlioimi?, 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Bodsii moved to amend the first line by striking out the words 
"and who lias paid all taxes assessed to him under the law's' of the* 
OonniiemvcaHh after the re-organization of the county, city or town 
where be offers to vote." 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. HAWXiruRST moved a re-consideration of (he vote rejecting' the 
amendment' of the gentleman from .Aecoinae, (Mr. Waeun,) in order 
that the ayes and nays might Le recorded. The motion was sus- 
tained. 

As the amendment contained two distinct propositions,, ill 
Downey called for a division, which was granted. 

The ayes and nays then being called on the first clause or propo- 
sition, it was rejected by the following vote : 

Aytt — -Messrs. Downey, Dix, Cover, ilnHmv, ILuv\]mrs't, Wood, Watson— 'V. 
Nays— Mi-wra, LiRov C. Edwards, (Prs-si .■](■» t). llmch, Muii-li, JI.biit. IViiis, Tl:ori!!H 
Tennis, Webb, Wing—!). 

The ayes and nays being then called on the second clause or pro- 
position they were recorded as lollows : 

Ayes— Messrs. IJeiuli, Downey, Dix, Cover, Hcnslmw, Iliuvxh iiv.il, Tennis, lVmid, WViisoh 

Nil/.';— Messrs. Leltoy (5. Eilwunli, (rVrsiik-nl.) Uou.-li. Jioure, Penri, TliotiinP,. IVi-uli 
Wing— 1. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Beach moved to adjourn, but the motion was not sustained. 
_ Mr. Watson then moved to amend by striking out the fourth Sec- 
tion,, which motion was lost by a vote of ayes 3; nays 7. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend the eighteenth line by inserting after 
the word " State " the words, "or any person now in arms or giving 
aid and comfort to tho enemies of the United States." 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the amendment by inserting the 
word " voluntarily " after the word " now." 

The amendment to the amendment was accepted. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned. 
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Wednesday, MafoIi 23rd, W.4i, 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting wore road and approved. 
Mr. Beacii moved to postpone the consideration of the Report ai 

the Committee on the Legislative Department, in order that the 
Import of the Committee oa the Judiciary might he taken up ami 
completed. The motion was concurred In. 

The seventh section of the Beporfc was then taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Webb moved to strike nut tk e-jtire thirty-third suction. — 
The motion was concurred in by a vote of ayes 9 ; nays 'L 

On motion of Mr. Beach the fifth Section of the Report was re- 
considered, after which he moved to amend the sixty-eighth line by 
striking out the words "increased or" after the word " be/' 

The amendment was adopted, and the Section as amended re- 
adopted. 

Mr. Hawxtjurst submitted the following fis : 
to the J.teporfc: 

Sec. 35. No testimony shall ba excluded from any Court in this 
Commonwealth on account of the color of the witness. 

The ayes and nay:; heir;«; demanded thoy were record eel as follows : 

-sdyt-i- — II ess re? . Hiad), ik-siii'i, nii'.rsUursit — 3. 



So the p ropesi' tic n vests -ejected. 

On motion of Mr. Beach' the Report as amended was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wat fin i , I tie appli- 

cation of funds received from the sale of real estate by the General 
Government under the direct tax law, wa? taken, rrp aod coD..-;iflerei.L 

Vii H i i i u 1 i i rth. line I'.y inecMi.-ua" 

after the word " Commissions!-''' the Afllor/iag — ''shall be fieM. out 
of any money received from the Government under any act of C;;u- 
;:;'ckk appropriating money to the use of Virginia, or a^eriAi;;g to tiic 
State from confiscation or otter purposes." 

Mr. Beach offered the following auhsUtisfe for the araetidmeafcj 
which was accepted : 

In the fifty -seventh line strike out the words, "any money not 
otherwise appropriated by tlio State" and insert, " the fund hereby ■ 
.uuciideu to be appropriated." 

Mr. Webb then moved to amend the substitute by inserting the 
following— li Provided } further, that no Commissioner shall bo ap- 
pointed or receive any compensation until after the money shall come 
into the Treasury of the State." 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the amendment to the substitute by 
striking out the words " he appointed or." 
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The amendmcut to the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Watson Uicii moved to amend the avneiKliiiont by striking out 
that portion forbidding the appointment of Commissioners until the 
Biiid funds come into iiv,: pooesesaioa of the State, 

The amendment to the amendment was lost. 

The question then recurring on the amendment to the substitute 
it was adopted. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend by inserting at the end of the ordi- 
nance the following : 

" No member of this Convention shall be a Commissioner." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Bouan moved an indefinite postponement of the ordinance 

Mr, Webb moved the previous question, which waa sustained. 

Mr. Boush withdrew his motion for u,n iv;hSv[U> postponement, in 
order -that the mam question mi.^ht be voted upon. 

The question then recurring, on the adoption or rejection of the 
ordinance, the ayss and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 

.■,."'■' ■■■■.',■: u> '.'.. i'Mwfw'a, fPiKiil'mi), JJowbc.-, Gotci-, lleiishnw, i7;nv.\]nsy;;*. 

Fenn, Wood, Wfttflon..— 8. 
tfayt— Messrs. Bc-uch, EjaihtDis, lioore, Thomas, Tennis, Wuljti, Whig.— S. 

So the ordinance was rejected. 

On motion the Corventfon rejourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 



Thursday, March iMth, 1864. 

■Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Wihg, Chairman of the Committee on Education, submitted 
a Report, which waa laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wing submitted an ordinance fixing the per diem of members 
and officers of the 0-eaeval. Assembly, which was aluo kid on the 
siibl.e aii'J. ordered to he printed. 

Mr. Moors submitted the following resolution, which was laid 
over under the rules and ordered to be printed. 

lUsoh-ed, Ik;: !Li<! C<Jii5lm;tion v,-lilci) ;\\?.y !>e ?.<lu]>ln< bv this Convention, sl'itll be s«T>- 
siiiUed ;o.:v;K :i f Vtv. picpSe on tho -Hh "Shi:f.-U v of jb.v next. is;vl!i, is ;i..ln;>iioA s;=- ;c,lv. 

' '''<■ J « ; 1 1 ■■ .: ..ii.i ;■ b : i j ■ . ■ v o! Hi. im|..:'h i : i ;.. .. \\.., ;.: .,, ■ ! t i, 

--.: a- til-j fju^Lici! "Do yon vote i'm: <»• apviinat ilio iirlos-flo-i c,)' ilio i'n:i^ii uti-n '"' \ 
i.M»rdK ■.:,■'!.,;!( v :;.!,.■ M'j.i! j ;e U:k>ja ui-.f. !:.;■,;; lied so !\:r ;.it:o;-(;t;in'<)f ![ii; !_'uii>n;-.n,!'u]tii „t 
iUtiiinJi'ia immedluteiy. 

Mr. Wkde called" up the resolution providing for thv Hppointment 



Hosted syGOOgle 



of 11 Committee to wait upon 'the President with n view fco a butter 
uiidei'^Utiidi;ig between the military and civil juUhorlciw-i oi' this 
State. 

Mr. Wing submitted tlio fotlowiag resolution: 

i!r.i!,leril. Ti-ri! u i'im>i:;it1:>0 of firo 1;« jippniv.d-ii to ;:ir?;M.fs; i\r, si.-liiriTS i!j iL:-. i'rr-jfiiiul .jf 
(In 1 I'iiiii-d Si;:.i(.'a iiiwii tl i t' mvij.-.t u[ MuuuniiiiiiEioii «n(J (.;«i:i:;f-n':;itk't>, lis !«j:i! owners. 

The resolution hud over under the niies. and ordered to tie printed. 

Oti motion of Mr. Dowkey the Report of the ■Cbmriilttee on the 
Legislative Department wiw taken \\\\. 

Mr. Webh, oh behalf of Mr. Stone, submitted a minority Report, 

On motion of Mr. Wing the Convention agreed to take sp and 
consider both Reports, section by section.- The motion wan con- 
curred in. 

The first and second sections of the Report were then taken uj. 
and adapted. 

The third section being under consideration, Mr. HAWXiiusiST. 
moved to amend by striking out the word " citizens " in the second 
line and inserting the word " voters." 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended 
was then adopted. 

The fourthand iii'lh sections oi.' tlie Uepo^t Nvere then adopted. 

The sixth section being under consideration Mr. Win<i moved to 
amend by striking out the word " white" in the fifth Sine. 

The ayes and :r-ays being demanded on the amendment, they were 
recorded as follows : 

■Ave*-- Messrs. [.i;!;^- G.KfUvania, (f-rc;idei!l.. ) lioush, i)ix, Moore, iV.iu, Tlionins, "Vjusiiii 
Webb, Wing— B 

..V^y/w — Ml'.-jsi 1 ;. [fcuTi, Downey. Cover, ii'jLis'i:;.'.'.-, ii-i'.v\Si;iist. Wchh!, Walson— 1, 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended 
was then adopted. 

The seventh section was then adopted. 

The eighth section being under consideration Mr. Watson moved 
(o amend the first line by striking out the word "annually " and 
inserting the word " biennially." 

The ayee and nays being- demanded on the amendment they were 
recorded as follows : 

Ayr*- -Messrs. Dix, (lover, 1 Irnr-hf.-.v, Moon.'. Webb, V.'urson, — G. 

,\'iiu<— Mfssrs. LrRoy (J. IMiViird;;, ( I'iesidrat), Ii.-n.cli, Hoiisli, .L'owncv, II::V,->i;ui;<. 
.IVrii, TUnnm?. Tnmis, \Vi:i!!, Wood. -.-10. 

Wo the amendment was lost. 
' Mj'. Watson then moved to amend by inserting after the word 
" annually" in the first line the words, "during the present rebel- 
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*Sho ayes and nays.bemg demanded on the amendment they wore 
recorded as follows : 

."!?/«— 'j[«iiir£. BiXj S:oiiiijj.v7, "'■;■:■:-;('; Tiio'i'iav, AYslib, Watson — 6, 

jjiiVit— ifei-j. Ir'^y G. Kilivfivii', ([ , '. , t;J.i:!«-.jt, } B;v.'.'b ; ife;>.bii, JJov/Eov, Go™-. liuv.A- 
Sinret, fenn, Tetania, V/iog, Wood— 1(1. 

So the amendment was lost, and the eighth section then adopted 
as originally reported. 

On motion the Convsntion then took' a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
AFTERNOON SesSfon.— The Convention convened at 3 o'clock and 
resumed the consideration of the Report on the Legislative Depart- 
ment. 

The President announced the following special Committee to pre- 
pure a scherliiis ibr the CcLsiitntiyn, viz: Messrs. Downey, Beach, 
Webb, Wing and Penn. 

The ninth, tenth and eleventh sections of the Kepert were then 
considered and adopted. 

Mr. Webb moved the adoption of the thirteenth section of the 
minority report ivi place of the twelfth section of the majority re- 
port. The motion was concurred in, and the thirteenth section 
adopted. 

The fourteenth section of the majority report was then adopted. 

Mr, Webb moved to amend the second lir.e of the sixteenth section 
of tin-s minority report "by inserting the words " t v ,( u , , i 
rebellion or invasion " after the word " suspended." The amend- 
ment was lost. 

Mr. Webb "then moved the adoption of the sixteenth section of the 
minority report. The ayes and nays being demanded they were 
recorded as follows ; 

wideiit,) Beads, Boosh, Dix, Moore, Tbomaty 

Nays— Messrs. Downey, Cover, Hsushaw. Hm/jilinrst, p«m, Watson— C. 
So the sixteenth section of the minority report was adopted. 
The seventh section of the minority report was then adopted by a 
a vote of ayes 9 ; nays T 

The eighteenth and nineteenth sections of the majority repoit 
were then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wing the twenty-first section of the minority 
report was then adopted as the twentieth section of the maioritv 
report. ' 

The twenty- first section of ike majority report beino- under con- 
sideration, Mr. Wrsc- moved to strikeout all after the word "issue 
in the fifth line of the same, 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section then adopted 
as amended. * 
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The t\\ only-second section of the niajoiif y report was then adopted. 
The twenty -seven tli .section of tlie old (Constitution was then adopt- 
ed as the twenty-third section of the majority report. 

The twenty-fourth section of the majority report was then, adopted. 

Pending the consideration of the twenty-fifth section the Conven- 
tion adjourned until II o'clock, a. m., to-morrow. 

Friday, March 25, 1864. 
Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M*.- 

The miuutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Beach submitted the. following resolution, which was adopted: 

Jii-sah-eu, !h:u tiin pin' "f U;s J"i'ii!«" li? incrfiisc-i! so us to be tqual to that of tbe Door* 



Meirpcr, tu 'l.iie tVo-n tin; i:t 

Mr. ISousii called up the report previously submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Norfolk, (Mr. WiKG,) relative to funds arising from tho 
sale of lands and other property granted or entrusted to the State for 
educational and religious purposes, and moved the printing of the 
same. The motioa was concurred in. 

Mr. Wixu asked leave to Lave his name recorded in the a-flirniH.- 
tive on the adoption of the emancipation provision of the Const; i"-".r- 
tion. The request was granted, and bis name so recorded. 

On motion of Mr. Web;;, the consideration of the twenty-fifth 
section of the Report of the CouimiUes en. the Legislative .Department 
was resumed. 

Mr. Bowttbt moved to amend the first line by striking out the 
words " are hereby made a commission/' and inserting—" It shall 
he the duty of the Governor to appoint vIv-'csGoiUsriisidoiiers." Also^ 
to strike out in the fifth and aixih lines tho words, " the Governor 
shall have power to fill any vacancies that may occur." 

The ayee and nays being demanded on 'she amendment they were 
recorded as follows: 

A'/:S—'!,!-::-j.~rs. Dtitli, V-ijV-r '.-■■/, Govt;.-, Jjri] -!.;:■: . II <! •.>-:■.?■ i^i, V.'ufcion — 6. 
JVi/S* — Messrs. Lf-iU-A- ('.!. Krhvfij'fisi. H';?S!'^n'"i. i.;oi:;i>,l'iix Moore, Pi lid , Tbomes, Tennis, 
Webb, Wing, Wood— 10. 

.80 the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Wing moved to stride out the twenty-fifth, section. 
Mr. Boush moved the previous question. 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the previous question they 
were recorded a3 follows : 

Aym— Yinr-TH. Letlov G. EihviLi'il;, (FrcsU't'i'-t,) Bounli. Eix, Govor, Meiisli.Li'.v. lifuiiii', 
Tenuis, Webb, Wing, Wood— 10. 

A%a— Messrs. ileacli, Doivn:;-, 'fb.^-x'uii-s!, Pclhi, Thomas, Watson— G. 

So the previous question was sustained. 
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Tho fpiestion then recurring on the main ijiu^tiim. to .strike out 
*he twenty-di'th section, tin; ayes and rays being demanded, they 

were- recorded as follows: 

,i7U-)l'!ss,'i. LU-nv fi. Eihvnr.l;., ffi'Cf.i.-.-nt.'i Vtoifli, Ron;:;!. Dix. fiovor, I!caa!i«w, 
Mow. 'Pcil'i, 'rivi'i-.:^, '!>.n.'iU W Jiii, Win;', Wood— 13. 
A'i.o'k — ?iio?s!';j. D'j«ni?y, n;.\v xuiim, Watson— -3. 

So the twenty-fifth taction was stricken out. 

The twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, tweJity-eiglifh, twenty -ninth, 
and thirtieth sections were then adopted. 

Mr. Wins moved to stnlte out the thirty-first section, 'hut with- 
drew the motion, and the section was adopted. 

The thii'iy-'- ; 'CO!":d section wag then adopted, 

Mr. Wisa moved to strike out the thirty-third section, which 
motion was concurred in. 

The thirty-fourth section being under consideration, Mr. Wing 
moved -o anient'! the fotieth line try inserting after the'- word " elec- 
tions " the words * ( by the Q-jnefal Assembly." The -amendment 
was concurred in, .and the section 113 amended adopted as the thirty- 
third section of the Report. 

hi on ( f 
the Report, which ivas laid on the table and ordered to be printed : 

Sec. 25. The General Assembly sh;i'l provide by law for adjusting 
vnih the Whits of 'V? est Virginia, the properfcioi- 01 the public debt 
of Virghda, proper to be borne by the. State of Virginia and of 
West Virginia respectively ; arid may authorize, in conjunction with 
the Biaie a f West Virginia, the sale of ail stocks and other interest* 
bold by the State of Virginia in Banks, works of Internal Improve- 
ment and other Companies at the time of the formation of the Btate 
of West Virginia. 

It f.hali 'not provide for the payment of any debt or obligation 
created in the name of the State of Virginia by the usurped and 
pretended State authorities at Richmond, And it shall not allow 
any county, city or corporation to levy or collect any tax for the 
pay moi.it of any debt created for the purpose of aiding any rebel) ion 
against the fcjiaft: or the United States. 

Mr. Downey moved a reconsideration of the eighth section. The 
motion being concurred in, be moved to amend the fifth line by strik- 
ing out the word " ninety " and inserting the Word " sixty." 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended re- 
ad opted. 

Mr. Beach moved a reconsideration of the first section. The 
motion being concurred in, he moved to amend by striking out all 
s.ftev the won! !i Delegates " in the third line. 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended 
re-adopted. 
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On motion the Convention took n rect 1 ?!. 1 : anil! throe o" elects, 

Afternoon Session. — The Convention re-assembled at 3 o'clock. 
Mr. Weed moved a reconsideration of the fifth Section of the Ke- 

{iort of the Committee on the Legislative Department, The moiiors 
icing concurred in, he moved to amend the eighth line by striking 
out the word " five"and inserting the word "tei/." 

The amendment was concurred in, and the Section as amended 
re-adopted.. 

Mr. Wino called up the resolution of the gentleman iron; Kct-iolk 
(Mr. Wieeu,) providing for the appointment of a Special Committee 
of five to wait upon -the President of the. United States, with a view 
to abetter understanding between the military and civil authorities 
of the State, and moved their adoption. 

' The resolutions were debated at some length by Messrs. "Wing, 
"Wohh, j'Saufih. and Thomas i:i the affirmative, and Messrs. Wntscst, 
Downey, Hawxhurst and Beach in the negative. 

Mr. Watson moved to adjourn, but the motion was lost. 
The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
resolutions, they were lost by a vote of ayes 5 ; nays 11. 
.■ On motion the Convention adjourned until If o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

SatuedaT, March 26th, 1864. 

Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Bousil moved to take up the substitute for the Report of the 
Committee on Education. The motion was concurred in. 

The subject being under consideration, Mr, Bousii moved to strike 
out the sixth Section and insert the following : 

Sec. 5. — And it is hereby provided that the salary of such Super- 
intendent so tij.ipoitil-.ed or elected, shall he paid cut of monies arising 
from donations to the State tor educational purposes. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Mooim moved to amend the eighth line by inserting the word 
"white" before the word "youth." 

The ayes and nays being doniauded on the amendment, they were 
recorded as follows : 

•, Moore, Fenn, Tliomris, Tennis, 

Jfin/s — Messrs. Bench, iku;:-'-., Dov/iict, iT;:-,i-t.,-i.v,\ Ti:t.^v1',;n'3t. Wcblj--0. 

So the amendment was adopted. 
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Mr. Moore moved to amend the rixteenf.li line by striking out the 

words " absolutely free." 

The amendment was withdrawn, whereupon 

Mr. Botfsil moved an isuTsfltate postponement of the whole ones' 
tioti.- The motion was sustained by a vote of ayes 10 ; nays i. ■ 

Mr. Downey then moved to take up the resolutions previously. 
offered by him on the subject of education, ami offered them as a 
substitute for the Report of the Committee on Education. 

On motion. of Mr. Wseb, the further consideration of the subject 
svaij postponed until Monday nest, and made the special order for 
that day. 

Mr. HiiixsnAW Kifbmkted a:i am on ("merit to the substitute for the 
Report of the Go mm it tea en the Ouaiihoat.ion of Voter?, which wan 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed, and made the special 
order of Tuesday next. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until Monday nest, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

Mosday, March 28th, 1864 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Tho P?.]in.T>E:»T heinr? th'tfiined at his room by indisposition, Mr. 
ll,uvxm;y: :■.;:,.' was elected President jp/'o. tempore. 

The minutes of the previous meelkijr. Tune read and approved, 

Mr. Dgwiijsy called up the Report of the Committee on Education, 
and submitted, the following substi-iite tor die same ; 

8ec, 1. — That the Legislature shall, as soon as eonviently maybe, 
provide "by law, for a general system of education throughout the 
State, in. such a manner that the poor may he taught gratis:. 

Bso. 2, — That the arts and science;; shall be promoted in one' or 
more seminarist or college-; of learning. 

Mr. Bowyai' moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
" State" in the third line of the first sectioo. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mn Moore moved to amend the second line of the first section by 
inserting the words "for white persons" after the word "education." 

The amendment was concurred in by a vote of ayes 8; nays 6, 

Mr. Goveb moved to amend the third line of the first section by 
inserting after the word, "State" the words, " so that the youth of 
the State may be taught gratis." 

The ayes and cays being demanded they were recorded as follows : 

Ayes— MessrS. Downey, Dover, Henshaw, HawilrQMt, Pean, Webb.— ei 
J¥a»*-- Messrs. Beach, Bousli, DU, Moore, Thomas, Wins, Wood. Watsod,-- 8J 
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So tie amendment was ""lost. 

The question recurring on the adaption or rejection of the Aitx 

^in-e, itio uyos iLLid nays being demanded, they were receded a-< 
follows : 

4'/5a— Messrs. Duitney, H tisrmiv, Penn— 3. 
wS*W«S-ir Cl) ' G011Sl '' D!:i ' G ° Ver ' II '"' V7S,mrs1 ' Uoore > Thomas, Wetib, Wing, 

So the substitute was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
Rvport :-,\ the Committee on ihlneation, the ejes mid nays 'being de- 
manded, they were recorded sis follows : 

Affw -Messrs. Bench, Dli, Moors, Thomas, Webb, Wing-,: Wood, Watson.— 8. 

ilffy«~- Messrs. BuUsli, Eowaev, Cover, )Iciis!i::«-, Hnwsliiirst, Pvilo,— 0. 

So the Boport was adopted. 

Mr. Wiso called up the ordinance rising the per diem of members 
and officers of the General Assembly; 
'Mr. Cownby moved to amend by adding the following as an ad- 
ditional section of the ordinance; 

" The President or" the Senate and the Speaker of ths Hc^ks ot 
Delegates shall each receive the sura of eight dollars per day." 

The amendment was accepted, and the ordinance then adopted.' 

On motion of Mr. Webb, the Report of the Committee on the 
LegishdivcBepsu'trnent was taken up, and the twenty-fifth section 
eon side red. 

The. subject- was debated- at come length by .Messrs. Beach and 
'Wi:;u in. the affirmative, and Messrs. xlAwxnufiiT and Dowse? ia-the 
negative. 

Mr. Hawxiiursx moved the appointment of a special committee of 
rfchree, to whom the section should be referred. Tjc motion was lost. 

Mr. Wateox then moved to amend the section by inserting after 
the ivords "' Wc;i Virginia," at the end of the first 'paragraph, the 
following : 

"And no ordinance passed by the Convention which assembled a* 
Wheeling on the 11th day of June,, 1861, adjusting the: public deb* 
between Virginia and West Virginia shall be binding upon this 
■State." 

The amendment was "accepted;- 

Mr. Beach then moved to amend hy inserting after the words 
"sale of" in the fifth line, the words, " all lands and property of 
every- description, i?iel;;diiig;" and after the word "interests" in the 
sixth line, the words " owned and," 

The amendments were adopted. 
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Mr. DowxiiY moved to amend by inserting thu following : 
" The Legislature shall not provide for the payment of any bonds 
smw held by rebels in arms against the State or United States." 
The ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as follows :. 

.■1 yfs— Messrs. Beach, Iiownpy, Dix, Uuver, rii;:;jU.i-.v, j.i L i ivxiiur.it, Y'oud, Watson - 8. 
A'tiijs— Messrs. Boi^b, Moore, "iViin, Stone. Tlioimii, tVcitij, Wing — 7. 

.So tiio amendment was adopted. 

Trie question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 

section as amended, the aye;! and nays being 'demanded, they were 
recorded as follows : 

.-lyes— Messrs. Bisicri, llmisii. Downey. .iiix, t'rnvnr, Ucr^Iiaw, Slni'shui-at, Pain, Stone, 
Tliunms, We!..b, VVjr-g, Weed, Wutsou— 14-. 
.M;j/s— Mr. -Hoc H). 

So the section was adopted. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of tliw 
Report as amended, it was adopted. 

On motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

Afternoon Session.- — Convention mot at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Watson called up the original ordinance introduced by him 

relative to the application of funds derived from the sale of lands 
under the direct tax law. 

Mr. Mooiu-: objected io the further consideratiomof tho ordinance, 
as it had once been decided. 

The President stated that. a substitute for the ordinance had been 
considered and lost, and that the ordinance itself was now .in order. 

Mr. Moore appealed from the decision of the President, and tho 
appeal was sustained by the Convention. 

Mr. Watson then submitted the ordinance as an original proposi- 
tion, and desired the ayes and nays taken upon it, without discussion. 

Mr. Wiso submitted the following as an additional section : 

Sec. 4. — The General Assembly shall take no steps towards set- 
tling claims due to loyal men for tho loss of .slaves or other property 
until the whole Si-ate shall have been recovered from the insurs-emn, 
and the amount ascertained which shall be due to them, for such 
losses. 

The amendment was accepted. 

Mr. Wraa moyed to strike out in the ninth tine the words lf at its 
first sessioa," and in the tenth line the wqrd " '.hereafter," The 
amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. WerR moved to lay on the table and print, but the motion was 
not sustained. 
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Mr. Wiso moved to strike out the words, " provided such owners 

have-given active proof of their loyalty to the Covermnent of the 
SJniscd States." The motion was concur re J in by a vole of aves]!") ■ 
nays 4. 

Mr. Webb moved to strike out the twenty-second, twentv-fhird 
and twenty-fourth lines. 

The ayes.aad nays being demanded, they were recorded as follows : 
Ayes — Messrs. lie:-. eh, lioii.-li, II now, Tenuis, WoUU, Wood— li. 

X:i,/n~- JtiW. Duwiiej-, Dis, liuvtr, Ik-iisliBV, Jtiwxlmrst, 1'eati, Slime, Tliuiaas, Wlnsf, 
WulMwlO. 

Ho the motion to strike out was lost. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 

ordinance, the ayes atid nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows: 

A;its— liissrs. DoKi-.ey, ]3fx,.Gov(r, Iir:ioh(r..-, ll^v.xSmr!.!, I'enn, Sitjii.-/, TliOinaiJ. \V,i;'ig, 
■A'tys — Misijrs. IJciieli. Koiiisl), iFonri'. Tc:uiis---4. 

"So the ordinance was adopted. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., 



Tuesday, March 28th, 1804. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock; A. M. 

The minutes of the previous* meeting- were read and approved. 
Mr. Wihq submitted the following resolution, -which -was adopted: 

KtmitlTnl, Th:il '.he it^iOh \v.;?.ivi\ t,» tiic 'uti'-'y-iir.*! i:-si:inr, tiirtciiii!; Tiie President to 
iiiljuurn this Couvi-ntioii siii<Ltiic isii iUe twiiiiv-i.im li install!, is lieroby rednded. 

Mr. Wi\;; submitted the Report of the Committee appointed to 
form a schedule for the Constitution, which was laid on the table 
and ordered to "be printed. 

Mr. Moore called up the resolution providing for submitting the 
Constitution to a vote of the people for their ratification or rejection, 
and moved its reference to the Committee on the Schedule. 

The motion was concurred in. 

Mr. Beach moved a re-consideration of the vote ordering the 
printing of the Report of the Schedule Committee. The motion 
being sustained, he then moved the recommitment of the Report. 

The motion was concurred in, and the Report re-committed, 

The amendment, to the substitute for the Report of the Committee 
on the Qualification of Voters being the special order" of the day, the 
same was taken up and considered at great length. 

The amendment was temporarily withdrawn by the gentleman 
from Loudoun (Mr. Hussiiaw), whereupon 



Dy Google 



41 

Mr, I'Uai'II submitted the following anujiidnieiit to the substitute; 
■' After the word " people,'' in the beginning of the ninth line, 
strike out all down to the word "pardon" inclusive,, in the nine- 
teenth line, and in 'icu. thereof insert the following' : 

Provided, however, that no one shall be allowed to vote, -who, 
when he offers to vote, if his right be challenged for alleged dis- 
loyalty, sh n,U not thereupon take, or shall Tint bolero have iakon, the 
inlawing oath : ' I do solemnly swear (or ailirm) that! will support 
the Constitution of the United States aad the laws marie in' pur- 
suance thereof, as the supremo law of the h\::d, anythu.rg in the 
Cuiisntution and laws of the Stale of Virginia., or.m the ordinances 
of the Convention which assembled at Eioh;Yio:;.d on. the thirteenth 
day of February, eighteen hundred and sixty -one, to She contrary 
notwithstanding ; and that I will uphohi n.nu deibiid the gr/vemmsji.t 
of Virginia as restored by the Oop.ventiori which; assembled . r *t 
" Wheeling on the eleventh day of June, sigh;;:-!; h raid red. and sixty- 
one, and that I have not since the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred siv.d sixty-four, voluntarily given aid or arista nee, in any 
way, to those in rebellion against the G-overnnicot of the United 
State:; for the purpose of promoting the same.' Any person falsely' 
so swearing shall be subject to the per, allies of perjury. No person 
.shall hold any oiliee under this Coniitituiioi?. who ; : ; b ail aot have take a 
and subscribed the oath aforesaid.'" 

The amend meat was debated at Eorac length by Messrs. .Keaehand 
Wing in the aiti rraative, and Messrs. Watson and Downey in the 
negative. 

Mr. Watsos moved an adjournment, but the motion was not sus- 
tained. 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the adoption or rejection ef 
the amendment, they were reeorded as follows : 



Nitys — Messrs. Dov, iu:y, slix, C-ovcr, !'o:i^ii!w. ■fiv.VAii'irst, Wood, Watson 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Downey moved -to" lay on the table and have the 
printed in its amended form. 

The motion was lost. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until 1.0 o'.clo' 
to-morrow. 



Wednesday, March 30th, 1S64. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of tiic previous meeting were road and approved. 
Mr. Wimj called up the resolution previously submitted, pro- 
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elding for the ujjpoin tmen t of a special committee toprcpm> an ad- 
dress to the President of the United Status on the subject of emanci- 
pation and compensation, and asked that the ayes and nays, be taken 
un tho subject. They were recorded as. follows : 

..!«.■■■■ -Me^rs. l-ectov CI, ivl'.viui 1 ,;. (pR-.-ideul. ) licus'ii. L ,: ..<.. Mooic, I'cnn, Stone, Thomas, 
ft'ebb, tTinjS-~B. 

X-iyi -ISc-ars. IJeauli, Duivin'y, Cover, llcnsli.iw, Hinv.\.Hur.-t, Ton r its, Wood— 7. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Wing submitted an ordinance giving the Governor power to 
remove certain oificers ibr disloyalty and neglect of duty in certain 
cases, which was laid on the table and ordered to ho printed. 

Mr. Downey submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted : ' 

Readied, That ilic tteport uf the Cimniittce. on the Schedule be laid on the taUc and 

On motion, the substitute for the Report of the Committee on tho 
Qualification of Voters was taken up for further consideration. 

Mr. Watson moved to amend tho fourteenth line by inserting the 
word "encouragement" after the word "given," and after the 
word " assistance," at the end of the same line, the words, " or by 
conversation expressed sympathy." 

The ayes and nays be-in;.; demanded en the amendment, they were 
recorded as follows : 

Aye* — Messrs. Do'.vnoi'. G;;vcr. 1Icii.~1i.iiv. ]!h'.%-.\]ju!-s*. Wuoil, Wnlson — (i. 
,\:i>/> — Mcj=r=. I.olt.ov (I. Kihviirili. (I'ns;dc:it). tio.ii:h, l;tv.i;!u Dis, .'iboic. I't-iiii, Stone, 
'.dramas, Tennis, Wtbb", Wing— 11. 

80 the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Downey submitted the following amendment : — " In tho 
seventh line, after the word "vote," insert, 'but a citizen of the 
Kn-ited States, who has previously been a qualified voter of this Slate, 
and removed -therefrom and returned, and who shall have resided in 
the election district/and shall have paid his taxes an aforesaid, shall 
be entitled to vote after residing in the State and county six months." 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. Dowm'.y then moved to amend by striking out the words, " if 
his right be challenged for alleged disloyalty." 

The ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as follows: 

Aye,— Messrs. LcRoy 0. Edwards, (['resident,) Death, Boush, Downey, Dii, Gor*r, 
Ilovishaw, Jlawxhurst— 9. 

Atye— -Messrs. Moore, Perm, Stone, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood— 8. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Watson moved to amend by inserting at the end of the first 
paragraph the words, "and no person shall be elected as a member 
. o( the Legislature, or as Governor or Lieutenant Governor, or to 
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any Slate office, who has licit! office, either <-ivil or military, or given 
«.id and comfort in any way, to the so-called Confederate States of 
America." 

The ayes and miys being demanded, they were recorded as fol- 
lows : 

Ayie — Messrs. Iiov»-ni>y, ("lover, IloiisIiiviV, iriuvxluirat, Wooil, Watson— G. 

JWu,«— Mcwrs. U'Rov ft, Edwjirrts. (I-'re.siiletit), licacti, Houal), Dix, Moure' Perm, (-tunc 
Thomns, Tennii, Webb, Wing— 11. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. HawXhukst moved to amend by inserting the following at tlic 
cn4 of the ii rat paragraph : 

"But no person shall vote or hold office under this Constitution 
who has held office under the so-called Confederate government, or 
under any rebellions .State government, or who has been a member 
of the ao"-called Confederate Congress, or a member of uny State 
Legislature in rebellion against the authority of tho United States, 
excepting therefrom county officers." 

Th-e ayes and nn.ys being demandi'd, they were recorded as follows ; 

Avt>— Mmm. LeBov CI. Edwards, (President,) Beiieli, lioush,' Downey, Di.t, Cover 
Htniliaw, liiiwxlmrd. i'cim, Tiiouus. 'JV-nsiis. Wobk Wii^, \\\m\, Watson— 15. 

S'li/a— Messrs. Moore. S folic—- 2, 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Edwards, (President), moved to amend by inserting 'after Use 
word " perjury" tho words, " but tho Legislature shall hava power 
to pass fin ;ict or acts preaevibV.ig.nien.iif! by which persons who have 
beiMi disfranchised by this provision shall or may be restored to the 
rights of voters when in their opinion it will be safe to do so." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Wins moved the previous question,- which motion was sus- 
tained. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
substitute; the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 



JVnj/a— Messrs. Prim, W,u.-ion~2. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Hawxuurst then moved to amend the Report by inserting 
after the word "him" in the fifth line, tho words, ".after tho 
adoption of this Constitution." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Pens moved to amend by inserting. after the word " therein" 
the fallowing : " but citizens of this Bute, when in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, shall be permitted to vote under such 
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requisitions as may be prescribed by the General Assembly, wherever 
they may bo stationed, the same aw if they were within their respee- 
tive cities, comities or districts." 
The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Beach moved to amend by striking out in the twenty-fifth line 
the words, "at its first session alter theadoptiosj m" this Constitution, 
and afterwards." 

The amendment was adopted. 

A motion to adjourn was made and lost. 

Mr. Wnra moved to amend the last section by inserting at the end 
of the sstme the words, "for which the General Assembly shall 
provide by law." 

The amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection o'f the 
Report aa amended, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were 
recorded as follows : 



Atyt— Mr.-IVntean. 

(So the Keport was adopted. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. H-. 
to-morrow. 



Thursday, March 31st, 5864 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Phesident amioiiiK . committee to pre- 

pare an address to the President of the United States on the subject 
of emancipation and'oompensation. in conformity with a resolution 
previously adopted, viz: — Messrs. "Wing, Webb, Boush, Penn. and 
tieushaw. 

Mr, Downey submitted the Report of the Committee on the 
Schedule, but afterwards withdrew it. 

Mr. Beach moved a re-consideration of the vote adopting the Re- 
port of the Commit fee on the Qualification of Voters. The motion 
being sustained, ho then moved to amend the fourth section by in- 
serting after the word "law," the following words — "at its first 
session after the adoption of this Convention, but until such pro- 
vision shall have been made, votes shall be given as heretofore." 

The amendment was adopted, and the Report as amended re- 
adopted. 

Mr. Beach submitted the following resolution, which was adopted : 
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fti*i,l, 'flint U,e Conmiitlw on ilic Rdinlnl^ t>e IttMnick'ii to prr-psire, also, ft .snltftl.lo 
|irinn:bi<: 10 she C(iii:-itii;jii<:n, siuil In vc-jioil the \Utulc Ct!i3ti!ini(>ii, :is imii'tiilcJ, Willi [tru- 
ll ulilo mi J HdicJnlu nriutud, in n eoriiiedt;l ami am>[.]i-io form. 

Mr. Webti moved the- adoption of the first article of the old Constitu- 
tion, with the words "as amended and" stricken out. The article, 
,as amended, waa adopted. 

Mr. Webb also moved the adoption of the second article of the 
old Constitution without amendment, The article was so adoptcd-i'. 

Mr. Wing called up the' ordinance previously submitted, em- 
powering the Governor to remove cei'ialn oflicers for disloyalty and 
neglect of duty; 

Mr. Hawxhvhst moved to amend the ordinance by inserting the 
fdlowhig Wo'ds at the end- of the first paragraph: — " Frovhh'^, 
T.h.ftt thU ordinance shall not affect any counties now organized." 

The a ns en din or. t was accepted. 

The ordinance was then withdrawn hy consent of the Convention, 

Mr. Downey called up an ordinance previously submitted by liim 
pveviviiti;; I'd;' amendments to the Constitution by the General 
Assembly. 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the adoption or rejection of 
the ordinance, they were recorded as follows: 

jl i i«s--}Iea;rs. lioush, Downer, Ilnisliaw— 3. 

-iVtfi/.i—lfeHrs. I'.cliov G. Edwurils. f'Pivsiik'iii). Dlx, ('ovi'f. ?.foorc. I/cmi, Stone Tlioitiss, 
Tennis, Welib, Win?, Wuod, Watson.— 12 . 

So the ordinance was rejected. 

On motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o'clock. 



AriEiixooN Session.- -The Convention re-assembled at 3 o'clock, 
P. M. 

In order to give the Committee on the Schedule time to Report, 
en motion of 

Mr. Wish the Convention adjourned until Saturday next, at 12 
o'clock, M. 



Saturday, April 2nd, 1864. 

Convention met at '12 o'clock, M. 

The President being absent, Mr. Webb, of Norfolk, was called to 
the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Downey submitted the Report of the Committee on the 
Schedule, -which was adopted. 
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Mr, UbacII submitted nil ordinance providing tor submitting the 

O'list-Hntiiui to n vote of the people lor (heir ratilii'-at.imi nr rejection, 
which wns laid on tlio table and ordered to be printed. 

An ordinance entitled "un ordinance for the establishment of the 
factored Grovernmcnt," was submitted mid laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 2 o'clock, P. M., on 
.Monday, next. 



Moxday, April 4th, 1804. 

Convention met at 2 o'clock, P. If. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. 'Wise, moved to take up the ordinance providing for the 
establishment of the State Government in counties as they may be 
reclaimed. 

The motion was sustained. 

Mr. Wish moved to amend by transposing tlio words -" qualify 
and give bonds." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Watsos moved to amend the first line by inserting after. the 
word " Commonwealth" the words, " not now organized. " 

The amendment was accepted. 

Mr. Wixo submitted the following as an additional section, which 
was adopted: 

Sec. 2. It shall be proper and legal for the voters of any county 
where it shall bo unsafe by reason of the presence of insurgent 
troops to open a poll or polls to open the same in any other part of 
such county. 

The ordinance was then, adopted as amended, 

Mr. Hawxiil'rst submitted an ordinance relative to the remission 
of taxes, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Watsos submitted tlio following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

llinoleed, That hvo liuii-lrti'l a f ; ■ I fliU rotiii .- of ;lit .)' o:irii:it o. 1 ' i!-.is Con veil lion he. |)rinteil 

:inr] pine,.', I in the lyric's <:( ihc Cbtiii^i; o.'' tlio CoiHiarnnvi'iiltli, whose duty it sliitll be In 
furnish inch inoiiibi'i- nt' tin. 1 Cuiivs-ii'.iir!! v.ith live cojii.^ of the same, 

On motion of Mr. "Watson* the ordinance providing for submitting 
the Constitution to a vote of the people, was taken up for considera- 
tion. 

The motion being fe-eousldcred, Mr. Waimsn* oils.-red the following 
.resolution : 
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The resolution wan debated iit some length by -Messrs. Watsou pnd 
Hiiwxhiust, in the affirmative, and Messrs. Pcnu and "Wing in the 
negative. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
resolution, the 'ayes and nays being demanded, they wore recorded 
lim follows: 

Ay*— SIcBsrs. Beneii, Downey, Wis, (lover, Hiiwshurst, Muoip, Wnlson— 1. 

Vb V »— Vc-srs. Lrilov (!. K.hvanls, (Pnnid'enl), JIouhIi, Iluislmw, l'cnii, Klone, Tenuis, 
Tlioniiis, Wi-lib, Wing, Woo.!— 10., 

So the resolution was lost. 

Mr. Boush submitted an ordinance relative to the repeal of all 
laws relating to punishment by stripes, but afterwards withdrew it. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock, M-, to- 
morrow. 

Tuksd.\y, April .5tli s 18G4. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were rciul and approved, 

Mr. Wing submitted the following resolution :. ( 

Jictolvif. Th:it five liunriru] eopits of (lis- Cmiiieuiicv ;" ^.i!(i]iu-i] liy this CoiiTcnlum lie 

., ii',i. ! i ■...;■..!■..! ir. :L:i: liunilsol llieHccretiirj iif Hie C.'(ii;-,iii:i:ih raHk ubi'.nluiv ir - r»=i 1 1 

I.,. -,., Huniili rath liiciiil ir vi! li <"'■ <■<'!■'«> "f tiic^iSMf: :n;.i tii:,t iln- S-jerernry o!' IhvDin - 
liKiiivi-.Llili, in c l )ii;-j!iciioii with Hit Auditor of I lie Slnlc, sliiiil Inn the |iriuiin S dune Willi 
nil i»yss=il>lc dispnti'h. 

Mr. DowSBi' moved to amend by ordering the printing of one 
thousand copies of the Constitution. The amendment was accepted, 
and the resolution as amended then adopted. 

Mr. Penn submitted the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Xtmletd, That the sum of fifty iMlars be, and the samp is deiuliy nphrapriatcil the gem- 

liii-i- of ih ! >C(.iiivcii!ioi! lijr siiiitriulfiniiii^ iLe piiMin- ut" thcJusn-iul :md tlw CuiisLimtion. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock, M. ; to- 
morrow. 

— — o- 

WednesimVj April Gth, 1864. 
Convention met, at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, corrected and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Wing moved to take up and have read hi a comieeled firm (lie 
Constitution thus far adopted, after which a vote should be taken 
upon it;-:, adoption as a whole, but after wards withdrew it, and called 
up the Report of the Committee on the Preamble. 
1 The same was remi, after which, on motion of Mr. Week, the Hee- 
rctary was authorized to till the blank in the eanio with the proper 
date, after which it was adopted. 
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Mr. Wino tli e ti moved the reading of the Constitution section by 
taction, which was lost. 

Mr. Wikg then rnovedtbe reading of the Constitution, after which 
a vote should "be taken upon its adoption or rejection as a whole. 

The motion was concurred in. 

On jnotioFA i.he Convention adjourned until 2^ o'clock. 

Abtekhoon Sessiox.-— Convention convened at 2-J o'clock, 

The Constitution w-ts taken up !or consideration. 

Mr. Wi.\-« moved a suspension of the rules in order that it mi^ht 
he read a second time. 

The Constitution was so read, and its further cofiaideration post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

On motion thfl Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M,, to- 
morrow. 

Thursday, April 7th, 18(54. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock, 'A. M. 

The minutes of the previous mooting were road nnd approved. 

Mr. Wi:;c moved that Ms-. Qillis, o^rcsslng clerk, bs reques'-'d 
to road the Constitution, iron; the en groped copy of the same, The 
motion was concurred in, and the reading proceeded with. 

By consent of the Convention the first sentence of the secor.d Rsc- 
lion of. the Legislative Department was transposed and made to road 
;is follows : — "The House of Deiegtuci rdiydl-consistof ( nof ie,«H than 
eighty and ' of not more than one hundred and four members." 

The reading of the Constitution having been completed, 

Mr. Wise, moved its adoption,, and asked that the ayes and nays 
might he called, 

The motion was sustained, and the vote then recorded as follows : 

_'fiyc? — Mostii-s. Lelioi' (i. Ivlwni'ds, (PreiHlenU, Bcneli, Boush, Di\', (Jyvcr, U;-;nbr>,-,y, 
I'tiiii. KiDiu'. Thomns, Ti.-tui!,.:, Webk Wing, Wood— 13. 
JW.ys— - Messrs. Doiviioj', [!ii\v\!!:ii-:-t, Moore. Watson — 4. 

Ho the Constitution was adopted, 

Mr. Watson moved that the ordinance providing for submitting 
the Constitution to a vote of the people for their ratification or re- 
jection be taken up. 

The motion was concurred in, and the ordinance read. 

Mr. Wino moved, its indefinite postponement, hut withdrew it. 

Mi'. Rexsiuw then submitted' the following resolution : 

Itesolre'I, Tint V.v. Oniri.itu'ioi; ■;irlorji-:d '■>? t'ii s <:■.:••. ■;<rn\;;>: .-.lull -.^j. r.-TTeo L r. :k", rnn-m m 
full force from unci after the no j;: — m-.-r nr 01 thi;-, Con vouiion. 

Pending the consideration of the. resolution the Convention took a 
recess until 2 o'clock. 
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Araa&SOoX Sfiisioif.— The Convention c- livened at 2 o'clock. 
The cousiderntio' of the ordinapce providing for the submission 
i the Constitution to a vote of. the people was resumed. 
Mr. Watsox moved the previous question, which wa.s sustained by 
: vote of ayes 8 ; nays 5. 
On motion the Convention ad jui.tr tied until Id o'clock, A. M., k<- 



Fwday, April nth, 1804. 

Convention met tit 10 o'clock. A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The previous uueation having been moved and sustained at the 
previous meeting oi) the' ordinance providing for the submission of 
the Constitution to* a vote of the people, the same was taken up as 
the first business in order. 

Mr. Bouse moved a reconsideration of the previous question, 
which motion was sustained by a vole of ayes 8 ; nays 5. 

The ordinance then being Under consideration, it was discussed by 
Messrs, Beach. Hawxlmrst and Boush in the affirmative, and Messrs, 
Wing, Peon and Edtfarda in the negative. 

Mr. Beach submitted the following amendment, to be inserted at 
the end of the second section : 

" The Commissioners and conducting officers ahull be duly 
authorized to administer to each other and to voters all oaths and 
; ; .iii.i'manon.-, made necessary at the taking of the poll hereby pro- 
vided for, which might he administered by Justices of the Peace, 
r.nd also to certify the same." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Th'e question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
ordinance, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows; 
Ayes— Messrs, Benc'i, Uoiiils, iCov.-ncy, (Jover, Hawsliurst— 5, 
,"V"<»/,»— Messrs. U'itov G, Kdivaid:. < Trc-pii^-iiU, t.I:-t!.-li!:-.v, p.vjin. ,-■(,!;■:■, T'iocili?, T.T.n'- 

Webb, Wins, Wood— 9. 

So the ordinance was lost. 

Mr. Hessiiaw called up the resolution previously submitted by 
him, viz : 

>lit'iU:(d, T'l.'.t ib: ;.'r,i:s , .U;!lion rulopli;:', by \\v.* (..'rjuvesuor sisal 1 Xi-.Vx oi1'i?(jl .isn: rL:.:;:!iji 
i;-. I'm!: foiej fro:n :m<\ ;if'.i.;' ibo uii'lourni'ii.-iit of tiiEs Convention. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend the second line by striking out the 
word " remain" and substituting the word "he," 

The amendment was accepted, and the resolution as amended, 
then adopted. 
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